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Chapter 1 - Introduction

This design manual is part of a larger effort
over the last decade: including a comprehen-
sive plan, targeted plans for specific districts,
and revisions to the zoning bylaws and subdi-
vision regulations. During this process it be-
came clear to members of the planning board
and other local residents that despite agree-
ment on overall goals for managing growth in
the town, as well as a complex zoning bylaw
and extensive development review process,
recent subdivisions do not seem to “fit in” with
the character of the town. It is not that the

typical subdivision is poorly designed or un-
pleasant — indeed some of the older ones are
the most desirable neighborhoods in town —
but they have certain drawbacks: a repetitious
layout, with the same lot size, house location,
driveways, etc. duplicated over and over; strict
lot size and setback requirements that create a

The typical subdivision replaces existing site features
with a monotonous pattern of homes with identical
lot size, sethacks, and frontage.

monotonous uniformity and make preserva-
tion of unique features difficult; design of
homes, driveways, garages, and landscaping
that follows an equally repetitious pattern;
large lots and frontage requirements that
spread houses over the landscape, making
homeowners more dependent on their cars and
diluting neighborliness; and finally, a design
approach which focuses on the private yard
and home and ignores the possibility for shared
public spaces that foster community spirit.
There are significant legal and market forces
behind these factors, but the result is the land
use equivalent of a fast food hamburger — pre-
dictable, inexpensive, comfortable, but rather
dull.

In 1996 Dodson Associates, together with At-
torney Mark Bobrowski, was engaged to ex-
amine the impact of recent development on
South Kingstown’s historic character. We
found that, as expected, the typical cookie-
cutter subdivision does not blend well with
South Kingstown’s rural landscapes and his-
toric town and village centers. Yet even clus-
ter developments, which allow smaller lot
sizes in exchange to permanent preservation
of open space, have generally been disappoint-
ing. Afew subdivisions, however, were much
more successful: usually, it appears, because
of a commitment on the part of the developer
to a subdivision that is consciously designed
to reflect the character of its surroundings. The
better examples work not because of adher-

A few new development projects, represented by this
new home at Case Farm, demonstrate ways that new
development can respect the character of the land.

ence o setbacks, road widths, and the usual
elements controlled by zoning, but because the
many design decisions made during the plan-
ning and construction process followed a strong
design theme.

While the zoning and subdivision regulations
will continue to be modified in order to encour-
age more sensitive development projects, it was
agreed that one of the best ways to influence
development for the better is not through more
extensive regulations, but through a process of
education and discussion — hence this manual.
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Its purpose is to explore South Kingstown’s
varied landscapes and to suggest ways to de-
sign residential development that fits into its
context. It consciously avoids a “one size fits
all” approach in favor of development that
expresses the unique “sense of place” of each
neighborhood. Itis meantto be a resource for
good design ideas, a touchstone for a more
sustainable style of development, a generator
of discussion.

To that end, the manual is organized in stand-
alone chapters. Chapter two contains an over-
view of the natural and cultural history of
South Kingstown; discussing the physical pro-
cesses that created the landscape and the way
that landscape was modified by human use.
It concludes with a review of the principal
landscape types that resulted from an interac-
tion of people and the land that has lasted for
centuries, if not millennia, Chapter three dis-
cusses the patterns that one finds —both at
the townwide level and within specific neigh-
borhoods -— patterns in the way roads were
laid out and houses located, for example, or
of architecture and landscaping, or in the way
people lived and continue to live in their neigh-
borhoods. Chapter three also introduces the
importance of shared, public spaces to the suc-
cess of residential neighborhoods, and con-
cludes with a discussion of *“the sense of
place.” Chapter four introduces a design pro-
cess for better residential development. It be-
gins with methods for better understanding the

development site, and includes ways to create
a development that responds to its specific
context. The chapter concludes with an evalu-
ation of why this approach benefits not only
the public, but the developer. Chapter five
consists of six development scenarios de-
signed to demonstrate how these ideas can be
applied to real situations. Each of the sce-
narios is based on an actual vacant site in South
Kingstown; showing the kind of development
that is likely under current trends, contrasted
with a more creative approach to each site that
achieves the same level of development but
finds a way to design it in a way that fits in
with its context. Finally, chapter six presents
a detailed discussion of specific development
issues, from the design of streets and drive-
ways o stormwater management,

This design manual is meant for people who
are involved in the day-to-day development
process: builders and developers, Realtors,
engineers, surveyors, architects, and landscape
architects, as well as those who review their
work; planners, lawyers, town officials and
board members, and interested citizens. With
this diverse group of readers in mind, the
manual has been written to emphasize practi-
cal ideas over theory. Ideas which designers
and theorists have struggled through whole
carcers to define and explore are often
skimmed over lightly if not ignored, for which
we apologize. Likewise, while every attempt
has been made to avoid jargon, in the interest
of efficiency we sometimes are forced to nse
terms which may be unfathomable to the lay-
person. As an aid to those who are new to the
design and development process, we have in-
cluded a bibliography and list of contacts as
an appendix,

The intent of this manual is not to cover every
possible situation that a developer might run
into, but by exploring a number of examples
to suggest an approach to development better
able to meet the needs of both developers and
the town. We believe that design that preserves
and enhances a site’s specific sense of place
has an increased value that pays back many
times over the investment in time and effort
that better design requires.
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Chapter 2 - Understanding South Kingstown's Varied Landscapes

South Kingstown is blessed with an extraor-
dinary variety of landscapes, overlain with a
tapestry of human uses that mirrors every pe-
riod in the history of North America. This
chapter describes in general terms the geologi-
cal and natural history that produced this
unique landscape, as well as the long history
of human activities that followed. It concludes
with a review of some of the distinct land-
scapes that are visible today, landscapes that
must be carefully managed if the complex
character of the town as a whole is to be pre-
served.

The Mark of the Glaciers

Perhaps the most significant resident of South
Kingstown was a glacier that, 10-12,000 years
ago ended just uphill from the current loca-
tion of Route 1. As glaciers do, this one was
both stationary and constantly in motion, func-
tioning as a conveyor belt which dumped a
giant pile of sand, gravel, rocks and silt in a
line that stretched from Watch Hill to
Wakeficld. This is the Charlestown Moraine,
arolling chain of hills pockmarked with small
kettle ponds, which formed when great hunks
of ice gradually melted, leaving behind wa-
ter-filled craters. As the ice age came to an
end, the glaciers retreated, and the rushing
streams that flowed in that period left deep
deposits of sand and gravel along the ancient
stream beds, and a gently-sloping outwash
plain that stretches from the base of the mo-
raine to the sea. Like a child’s construction on
a local beach, the moraine acts as a giant dam,
halting the flow of water from the interior. The
basin that is formed contains Worden’s Pond,
set within the Great Swamp; this vast, watery
landscape eventually drains into the
Pawcatuck River, which heads west in a round-
about journey to Block Island Sound.

North of the Great Swamp the land rises again
to an area of fertile farmland and wooded hills
that runs across the Northern third of the town.
This too was left by the retreating glaciers:
uneven deposits of glacial till, interspersed

with flat deposits of sandier outwash material
left a lively mix of flat, fertile plains inter-
spersed with rolling hills. West of a line gen-
erally following South Road, all the water
drains into the Great Swamp Watershed; to the
East the water flow into the Saugatucket River,
which empties into Point Judith Pond, one of
a series of salt ponds that line the edge of the
coastal plain, separated from the ocean by five
miles of barrier beach.

Flora and Fauna:

Before there were people to enjoy this beauti-
ful landscape, a community of plants and ani-
mals grew up in a diverse collection of eco-
systems: Red Maple Swamp, Atlantic White
Cedar swamp, freshwater ponds and streams,
bogs, mixed deciduous forest, White Pine for-
est, Pitch Pine forest, ocean beaches, salt
marshes, brackish and salt ponds, and coastal
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scrub land (Source: Rhode Island Natnral His-
tory Survey). “In this diversity of habitats there
is a great diversity of organisms. Of the 445
species of plants and animals of the Rhode Is-
land Natural Heritage Program’s list of rare
species, 156 can be found in South Kingstown
(35% of the state’s rare flora and fauna). Of
these, thirteen are known from no other town-

ship in the state.” (Lisa Gould, RINHS)
YT :

 §:

i : . 3
Field edges offer a rich habirat, aud cover for
animals feeding in the open fields and meadows.

Pastureland in Perryville, looking south across the outwash plain. This land has probably been used this way

since the days of the Narragansett Planters 250 years ago.

Native Americans and European Settlers

According to a report by the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation Commission, titled
Historic and Architectural Resources of South
Kingstown, the first human residents of the
town were the Narragansetts, who pursued a
migratory way of life “...centered seasonally
near the shores of the ponds and the oceans,
where they caught fish and shell fish and
planted crops, and in the secluded forests,
which provided food from animals, nuts, and
berries, and which afforded shelter in the win-
ter.”” This lifestyle, which had probably been
pursued since the glaciers began to recede,
came to an end with the arrival of Europeans,
who in 1657 bought a tract of land that in-
cluded South Kingstown. Friction between
native americans and whites led to King
Philip’s war twenty years later, and the virtual

annihilation of the Narragansetts at their vil-
lage in the Great Swamp, on December 17,
1675. Scattered or killed — some sold into sla-
very — little remained of South Kingstown’s
first residents but the names they gave the lo-
cal streams. The landscape they had farmed
and hunted for thousands of years was open to
white settlers.

A Rural Society

Settlement began in earnest at the beginning
of the 18th century, starting with the farms
along the coastal plain first cleared by the
Narragansetts. A group of aristocratic land-
owners, known as the Narragansett Planters,
held most of this land in a few large planta-
tions, a system found nowhere else in New En-
gland, Nearby water access made that the prin-
cipal route for trade and shipping of supplies
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and farm products to larger centers like New-
port and Providence. Using slave labor, these
plantations produced horses, cattle and sheep,
as well as milk, butter, cheese and wool, and
prospered nntil the time of the revolution.

Little Rest, which became Kingston, has always been
a center of civic and intellectual life.

Gradually the hillier inland areas were devel-
oped, with the first community center estab-
lished at Tower Hill. The post road, follow-
ing today’s route 1, provided a land route to
towns to the east and west. For all of the 18th
century agriculture was the dominant land use.

Forests were cleared for farms; mills sprang
up wherever the flow of a pond or stream could
be made to turn a wheel. The hills along the
Charlestown Moraine were a trecless sheep
pasture. After 1752, the county courthonse
was moved to the village of Little Rest, which
became Kingston, a classic Yankee hilltop vil-
lage, notable for its fine architecture, commo-
dious Inns, and sweeping views over the land-
scape. As in the rest of New England, this
rural society saw its zenith in the early 1800s,
a period of general prosperity when agricul-
ture was still the principal basis for the Ameri-
can economy.

Industrial Revolutions

Even during the 18th century, small scale in-
dustries were beginning to rival agriculture in
importance. During the early 1800’s, textile
mill development began in earnest in several
locations. By 18135, the mills in Peace Dale
were providing every step in the wool manu-
facturing process, from carding the raw wool
to weaving the finished cloth. The success of
this enterprise and other textile mills like it,
fostered vital mill villages, particularly along
the Saugatucket in Rocky Brook, Wakefield,
and Peace Dale. Other mill centers arose along
the Usquepaug River in Usquepaug and Glen
Rock, on the upper Saugatucket at
Mooresfield, and at several pond sites in Green
Hill and Matunuck. A railroad line was built
across the Northwest corner of the town, fos-
tering a new hamlet at Kingston Station. By

the 1840’s, significant mill towns were grow-
ing, especially at Peace Dale and Wakefield,
although Kingston Village still led in the reli-
gious and intellectual life of the town. This
process continued through the 19th century,
and agriculture gradually took a back seat to
manufacturing, Some of the rockier and wet-
ter farms were abandoned as their owners
headed to the mill towns, or sought greener
pastures in the American West. Others became

Stonework at the Peace Dale Mill. Early industrial-
ists built to last, using native materials.
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estates that evolved from the ancestral home-
steads of the early families, or were established
by those made rich by the development of the
mills. A culture of gentleman farmers began
to be established.

The Post-Industrial Landscape

According to the same Historical Preservation
Conimission report: “By the end of the 19th
century, South Kingstown had achieved some-
thing of its current aspect. The venerable vil-
lage of Kingston remained an intellectual cen-
ter with the establishment of the state agricul-

During the moder era, the coastal plain has seen a
mix of development; most significantly summer
colonies like Matunuck, and subdivisions on higher
ground that are occupied year-round.

tural school there in 1889, By this time,

farming’s century-long decline had abated;

according to the 1895 census, there were 673
farmers in town, and the number and size of
farms had remained more or less the same for
several decades. Most of the land was in pas-
ture, mowing land, or woodland, with only a
small percentage cultivated. Farmers grew
large amounts of Indian corn, cabbage, lettuce,
potatoes, pumpkins, squash, apples, and straw-
berries, and raised sheep, swine, milk cows,
and poultry to produce wool, meat, milk, but-
ter, cheese, and eggs.

By century’s end, the formerly separate vil-
lages of Peace Dale, Wakefield, and Rocky
Brook had coalesced into a contignous urban
area which contained more than half of the
town’s residents. Smaller Villages and ham-
lets listed in the 1895 census included West
Kingston, which developed around the rail-
road station; Matunuck, with 182 residents;
Perryville, Curtis Corner, Usquepaug, and
Moorestield, with over 100; and Tuckertown,
Green Hill, Gould, and Glen Rock, with fewer
than 100 residents.” Total population in 1895
was 6,413, mostly of Yankee extraction.

During the 20th century, this basic structure
of the landscape remained in place — most of
the population was in the villages, with open
farmland or forests in between. Manufactur-
ing continued in the mill centers, though the
textile-based economy began to decline after

World War II. Today, South Kingstown’s
economy is centered on the University of
Rhode Island, a number of Mid-size Industrial
Firms, and a larger commercial economy that
provides goods and services to tourists, sum-
mer residents and commuters.

Aerial View of Wakefield from the Southwest: Despite
the growth of Wakefield and Peace Dale, family farnis
and estates have kept significant parcels close to the
town centers in an undeveloped state.
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South Kingstown’s Diverse Landscapes

The natural and cultural history of South
Kingstown thus briefly described created a
series of distinct landscapes, each with a
unique character reflecting the interaction of
geology, nature, and human culture. One of
the themes of this design manual is that de-
velopment should be carefully tailored to each
of these landscapes — that one size does not
fit all. Some of the principal landscapes are
described below. Later chapters will explore
ways that the design of residential develop-
ment can vary to fit the specific character of
these different landscapes.

Above: Farmland along Rt. 138, looking North from over the Usquepaug River: Below, left: An historic
structure in the Kingston Historic District. Below, right: Small country churches are part of the rural landscape

Upland Farms and Old Village
Centers Along Rt. 138:

The East-West Corridor followed by Rt. 138
starts at Tower Hill, descends into the
Saugatucket Valley, climbs back up to the vil-
lage of Kingston, and descends again into the
flat farmlands of West Kingston and
Usquepaug. It is a landscape of great variety,
with a beautiful variation between open farm
field, hedgerows, dense woods, farmsteads and
village centers. It really is a classic New En-
gland landscape, where no single part is par-
ticularly unusual, but where the entire com-
position creates patterns of stunning beauty.
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The Mill Villages of

Wakefield and Peace Dale:

In contrast to the open landscape to the north,
the dense mill centers are much more urban
in feeling, reinforced by construction in gran-
ite, often with a certain utilitarian starkness
that is a delightful counterpoint to the leafy
green countryside beyond the edge of the vil-
lage. Indeed, it is the presence of a clear edge
between the urban center and the country-
side that makes these villages pleasant places
to live, work, and visit. If they become
merely the denser heart of a suburban land-
scape they will not have the same impact.

Developing Commercial and

Residential Areas:

Oune type of landscape that continnes to un-
dergo dramatic change is the area between
the old centers of Kingston, Peace Dale, and
Wakefield. The two latter villages began to
grow together a long time ago; now develop-
ment reaches north along Kingstown Rd, cre-
ating a nearly continuous corridor of devel-
opment. Developed in bits and pieces over
the last 30 years, this corridor has some of
the hallmarks of a typical commercial strip;
uncoordinated, isolated development, con-
flicting uses, poor connections, etc., but pend-
ing development or redevelopment of a num-
ber of sites offers the opportunity to estab-
lish a sense of community focus.

Kingstown Road, looking North from Peace Dale,

Commercial growth on Tower Hill Road places growth pressure on the Kingstown Road Corridor, providing a

potential threat to the character of the area. But this also provides an opportunity to find a better way to develop
than the typical conmmercial strip.
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The Great Swamp and Worden’s Pond:
Atover 1000 acres, Worden’s Pond is the larg-

est natural lake in Rhode Island, while the

Great Swamp is the state's largest forested
wetland. (Source: The Comprehensive Plan)
Both these features exist because water flow-
ing from the north backs up behind the mo-
raine and is forced to take the long way around,
meandering slowly west as the Pawcatuck

River. What resulted is a unique landscape:
flat expanses of water, marsh, and swamp un-
der a giant expanse of sky. Low hills project
into this landscape around the edges, clearly
visible from the air because of the change in
vegetation from Red Maple swamp to Oak
forest. Sparsely settled, the area is dotted with
isolated farmsteads and estates, with the vil-
lage of Tuckertown the principal focus.

Wooded Hills along the Moraine:

The rugged landscape that divides the Great
Swamp from the coastal plain is covered with
a dense growth of oaks and pines. The area is
roughly divided in two by Ministerial Road.
To the east of this is an area of kettle ponds,
which in the last century was developed as a
number of large estates. It is marked by beau-
tiful roads that meander among thickets of
Rhododendron and Laurel. West of Ministe-
rial Road, the hills continue, though there are
fewer ponds and more recent residential de-
velopment.

Coastal Farms, Salt ponds

and Summer Colonies:

South of the moraine the coastal plain slopes
down to the sea. At its upper side the village
of Perryville backs up against the hills; the Rt.
| corridor separates this area from the farms
that stretch almost two miles down to the salt
ponds that empty into Block Island Sound. The
character of this area is marked by large rect-
angular fields surrounded by stone walls; the
roads shaded by trees cut straight lines to the
waters edge or run at right angles to connect
the shore roads. Traditionally settled as large
farms, the coastal plain is punctuated with sum-
mer colonies at Green Hill, Matunuck, and
Snug Harbor, as well as a number of more re-
cent subdivisions. Despite this development,
the open character of the landscape remains
intact — perhaps because much of the remain-
ing open land has traditionally been in the
hands of a few families.
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Chapter 3 - Land Use Patterns, Town Character, and the "Sense of Place"

In Chapter Two, we described how the inter-
action of the natural landscape with human
activities over thousands of years resulted in
distinct landscape types. This chapter de-
scribes in more detail how patterns of land use
and development work to give the town its
special visual character and sense of place.
Some of these patterns are present across the
whole town, others at a smaller scale — but
together they represent a complex system of
visual relationships that to a large degree gives
South Kingstown its scenic character. Like
many New England towns, the visual patterns
were the result of functional relationships that
may no longer be active, but which still pro-
vide an underlying sense of order which most
people find very satisfying. The result is a
great variety of places in the town, each with
a specific visual character that emanates from
the interaction of human use with an existing
site. There may no longer be water-powered
manufacturing occurring in the mills; likewise
the functional value of some of the remaining
farms may be fading into history — but the
dramatic contrasts between these two types of
landscapes, and any of at least a dozen others,
provides the town with a remarkable range of
experiences and a strong “sense of place.”

A, Large scale patterns.
One set of patterns is that which is evident as

one drives through the town from one end to
the other. Typically this involves passage

Co:m as! behveen uatmal e!emems and human artifacts
enhances the scenic quality of the landscape at both
large and small scales.

through a series of distinct landscape types.
Entering the town the traveler passes deep
woods and wetlands, and enters agricultural
areas with scattered homesteads. The road
leads to the outskirts of a village and then to
the center of the community with a mix of
commercial, residential and public functions
all occurring in close proximity. Leaving the
village center, the same transitions are evident
iu reverse. This pattern was once nearly uni-

versal in New England — the result of strong
cultural forces, the limitations of a pre-indus-
trial technology, and the close tie of most
people’s livelihood to the land on which they
lived. It resulted in an extraordinarily varied
and beautiful landscape, beautiful not least of
all because the underlying function of the land
is represented in its actual appearance.

B. Small scale patterns

Within the larger patterns of the landscape are
many small patterns, likewise the result of the
interaction of human needs and activities with
the underlying structure of the landscape:

1. Density, lot size, and use

Since World War II, zoning regulations have
generally prescribed a single use and minimum
lot size for each zoning district. As a result,
different uses are separated in different areas
around the town, which helps to avoid con-
flicts between uses, but makes traveling be-
tween them more complicated and time-con-
suming. People live in one place, shop in an-
other, and work in yet a third location: there is
little choice but to drive from one to another.
Within the districts, the minimum lot size re-
quirement spreads each dwelling or business
out in an even swath across the landscape.
Frontage and setback requirements likewise
separate buildings from each other and make
it hard to walk between them. Again, this was

10
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KINGSTON HISTORIC DISTRICT

This map of the Kingston Historic District shows the
great variety in lot sizes and configurations that exists
in a relatively small area .

designed to minimize conflicts between adja-
cent buildings, to protect property values, etc.,
but the result is the typical suburban style of
development - functionally inefficient and
extremely monotonous visually.

In contrast to the pattern of land use and den-
sity found in the typical zoning bylaw are the
historic patterns of South Kingstown: Lot
sizes respond to the land use that was actually
occurring on a site: large lots for farms, small

lots for houses, a mix of lot sizes within the
village centers with a corresponding mix of
uses. The average number of units per acie
may not have been that.different from what
zoning now calls for, but the net density is
much higher. Within the villages this mix of
uses and lot sizes is particularly noticeable; it
was a natural outgrowth of a time when most
daily travel was on foot, and when villages
had to be self-sufficient in providing daily ser-
vices to their residents. As a result it did and
does function very efficiently. It was also more
functional socially. Right next door to a fine
house built by some prosperous farmer or
merchant one can find more common houses,
many with more than one unit within a single
structure. Across the way a line of shops with
apartments on the upper stories provide homes
for still another group of people. The sense
of community was enhanced by shared uses
and activities; the church, the Town Hall, and
the library.

2. Location of roads, buildings and park-
ing areas

In the days of horsepowered travel and pick
& shovel construction, roads and buildings had
to be built in ways that respected the lay of
the land, the limitations of soils, and local sup-
plies of materials. Roads started small and
were expanded as necessary to meet demand;
thus there was a wider variety of road types
than typically exists today. These spanned a
range from the typical broad Main Street, with

room for horses and carts to pull up to the curb,
perhaps a trolley line down the center, etc., to
narrow lanes serving a single farmstead or back
alleys servicing a few adjacent residences.
Likewise structures were seldom located far
from the street; it was just too expensive to
service them. (In fact, one of the things that
made and continues to make the typical sub-

Life in South Kingstown has always been lived close to
the street. The center of Wakefield (map, next page) is
organized around the spine of Main Street. Cars and
pedestriaus share an enclosed space lined by a mix of
commercial aud residential uses.
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A map of the Wakefield Historic District shows how close the buildings are to the street. This continuous wall of
structures creates a long "outdoor room™ along Main Street that gives it a strong sense of place.

urban house so popular, is the association of
the form with the country villas of the 19th
century, when only the wealthy could afford
to build them.) In all of South Kingstown’s
historic districts, structures are located quite
close to the road. Parking traditionally was
either on the street in front of the buildings or
behind them. On both rural homesteads and
village sites, as buildings were expanded the
various additions were used to form protected
courtyards that blocked winter winds and shel-
tered sunny entrances.

3. Circulation for veliicles and pedestrians

When the old village and town centers were
built, most people pursued their daily tasks
entirely on foot. As a result, much more at-
tention was placed on providing sidewalks and
making usable pedestrian connections between
uses. At the same time, relatively less space
was given over to vehicles. Buildings were
close to the road, and trees were planted down
both sides to provide shade for pedestrians and

horses. What resulted was what designers call
a high degree of spatial enclosure; the impor-
tant effect today is that cars driving down such
a street are much more aware of their speed,
and usually feel they must slow down. We
have all driven through old villages where the
trees have been cut down and the road has been
widened by the highway department — usu-
ally you aren’t even aware that the speed limit
changed until you see the flashing lights be-
hind you. In contrast is a healthy Main Street,

Older village centers have clear boundaries between
the public street, the sidewalk and private yards, Sepa-
ration and protection from both sides is important to
creating a comfortable sidewalk that people like to use.

12
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Homes in the Kingston Historic District show the layering of public and private space and separation of circula-

interconnected grid pattern. If traffic slows on
one block drivers can easily bypass it. Shared
driveways and narrow alleys connected ga-
rages at the rear of lots, even crossing lot lines
to do so.

tion patterns that gives villages their livability and visual interest.  Street trees provide shade and slow down
cars by enclosing the street, Fences and hedlges allow visual access to private spaces in front of homes, but
control physical access. Private backyards are protected by the mass of the building froni the noise of the street.

where a combination of enclosure, clustered
uses, imposing buildings, and pedestrian ac-
tivity all serve to make drivers slow down.
The centers of Wakefield and Kingston retain
many of these elements; as a result they re-
main pleasant places to walk, shop, and do
business.

South Kingstown’s older residential neighbor-
hoods offer some clues to better design of new
subdivisions. Roads tended to be simple and
functional, and subordinate to other land uses.

On a typical rural area, for example, narrow
lanes followed hedgerows and stone walls to
reach the farmsteads. Roads seldom went
across the center of fields or woodlots, but
were tucked in around the edges on less use-
ful land. In the days of hand labor, streets
were made no wider than absolutely neces-
sary. Where they were wider, as in the center
off the villages, the street served a variety of
purposes — parking, service and loading, mar-
ketplace, parade ground. Other streets could
be narrower because they were arranged in an

Roads in rural area curve to fit the landscape, or follow
Jeatures like wall and hedgerows. They are seldom wider
than conunon sense deemed necessary.
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4. Architecture

Living as we do in an age without a single
dominant architectural style, it is hard to imag-
ine the strong shared traditions that shaped the
architecture of South Kingstown in its hey-
day. Corresponding to periods of strong eco-
nonijic growth, a series of 19th century archi-
tectural styles, from the Greek Revival to the
Beaux Arts, left its mark. The consistency with

Historic homes share a formal, dignified quality and a
strong relationship to the street, a public face.

South Kingstown has an rich architectural legacy, born
of an unusually varied combination of land uses and
landscape types. Summer hiomes related to the seaside
fandscape (Matunuck,above); the mill village of
Peacedale had its own architectural styles (right).

which these traditions were employed was the
result of a design tradition carvied on not just
by architects, but by everyone involved in con-
struction, from the master builder to the low-
liest hod carrier, and passed down thirough the
system of apprenticeéship. Thus from a man-
sion to a very simple dwelling one finds a great
consistency in details, materials, massing tech-
niques, etc. While styles changed over time,
at any point there was probably just one way
of doing things. The limited availability of
materials, and what you could do with them

with hand tools, also added to this consistent
approach to architecture. Even as styles
changed many other elements remained the
same: individual windows and doors, clap-
boards, bricks, stonework and roofing shingles,
etc. The result as you walk down one of South
Kingstown’s historic streets is the very defini-
tion of good design; a delightful balance of
variety and consistency, a harmony between
structures based on their many shared ele-
nents.

14
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5. Landscaping and Streetscaping

Like the architecture, the landscape of the vil-
lages resulted from adherence to a necessar-
ily limited palette of materials and an approach
to design that was consistent to the point of
stodginess. Brick, granite, iron, and wood,
picket fences, stone walls, a few favorite vari-
eties of plants; the list is short and simple —
and the result a landscape that is both durable
and attractive. Again, while larger houses or
commercial structures might boast a more
elaborate display of landscape elements, the
same basic materials were shared by the more
common homes. Because most lots were
small, these materials also served as more than
decoration. Fences, hedges, and other
plantings were used to separate public and
private areas, to create shelter from sun and
wind, etc. Maintaining the smaller lots was less
time-consuming, even with hand tools, than
cutting the lawn on today’s big suburban lots.

Because less of an investment was made in
private yards, more went into the public
streetscape. This is why in older neighbor-
hoods one often finds beautiful sidewalks,
street trees, benches, etc., on the public right
of way — elements that developers today can-
not afford, but which they could if more of
their development capitol was directed at en-
hancing public amenities rather than private
yards. Paradoxically, a greater investment in

Main Street, Wakefield. Commercial blocks mix uses
on u small footprint, which keeps renis low and lets
people live downtown. Ground-floor siops, offices and
apartments bring life and activity to the village center.

the public space along the street often increases
the value of a home more than an equal in-
vestment in its private yard.

C. Development based on public values and
shared community goals.

Perhaps the most significant thing about older
town centers is that they grew on the basis of
shared public values which were expressed in

the physical structure of the community. In
contrast to the typical modern subdivision,
private house lots were designed to be subor-
dinate to the public realm. Sometimes this is
as simple as a traditional residential street with
its sidewalks, trees, etc. In other cases the re-
lationships are more complex. But what re-
sults is a community which is efficient to build
and maintain, and where a large number of

A simple hedge separates public from private, creates
visual interest and a sense of mystery -- and it's good
for wildlife!
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activities can occur simultaneously with mini-
mal conflicts. Tt is based on creating shared
public spaces, with clearly defined boundaries
between public and private.

A good example of this is the Kingston His-
tortc District. Buildings are close to the street,
but separated from it by layered materials that
divide the space up into clearly defined areas,
each with its own role. The street 1s separated
from the sidewalk area by a consistent row of
trees. The sidewalk is separated from small
front yards by fences and hedges. Porches or
stoops form another kind of transitional space
between the front yard and the interior of the
buildings. The pedestrian on the sidewalk
enjoys the benefit of physical protection from
both traffic in the roadway and activities in
private yards, and a measure of psychological
comfort in using what is clearly a public path
along the street. Residents in their homes like-
wise have both physical screening from pry-
ing eyes and straying feet and a sense of psy-
chological control over their surroundings.

The typical modern subdivision, by contrast,
has a single kind of space — the yard around
each house, which in most cases is so poorly
defined that even though a stranger feels un-
comfortable walking down the sidewalk, the
homeowner feels equally unprotected. The
elements that traditionally separate public and
private space and provide privacy in the vil-
lage; walls, fences, hedges, etc., are missing.

The typical suburban house, even a relatively expen-
sive one such as this, general sits on, rather than in its
site.

The result is that even though there is a much
larger area for each house than in most old
village centers, there is less privacy. A resi-
dent may not know her neighbors very well,
if at all, but still finds herself exposed to their
constant inspection. Another missing element
is the community focus created by the main
street, the town square, etc. Physically sepa-
rate from other dwellings, lacking a visual or
functional focus, the typical suburban house
is an island unto itself, and feels like it,

C. South Kingstown and
The Sense of Place

The concept of “sense of place” has to do with
the meaning that people give to the landscape,
the emotional and sometimes spiritual impor-
tance that special places take on as we interact
with them. Sometimes this attachment comes
from living with a place for a long time, but
more often it is ascribed to those places that
are unique and memorable, whose images stay
with us long after we depart. Designers since
ancient times have learned to recognize places
with this unique spirit, and traditionally built
temples, houses, and entire cities to take ad-
vantage of the drama of a particular location.
The Acropolis, the Pyramids, Machu Pichu, the
Taj Mahal — in almost every case a unique
site combined with an equally inspired human
construction to create something much greater
than both. This concept resurfaced in the Re-
naissance, gave us the memorable cites of
Europe, and was brought to America by the
romantic designers of the 19th century. After
losing favor for a while during the height of
the modern movement, the sense of place was
rediscovered by a new generation of post-mod-
ernists. Theorists such as Kevin Lynch com-
bined this with scientific understanding of hu-
man perception and psychology, showing that
memorable places are more beautiful and
stimulating aesthetically, but just as impor-

‘tantly serve the needs of the community and

the individual in many practical ways.
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Simple, but memorable details, like this stone post in
the center of Kingston, above, or an old well, right,
add to the sense of place.

In South Kingstown there are many locations
with a strong sense of place, and if you think
about it, most result from that dynamic inter-
action of people and nature: the river flowing
under the sweeping curve of one of Mr.
Hazard’s stone bridges, or through the mill

races of the Peace Dale Mills. The Mills them-
selves, local stone cut and piled up to capture
the force of the plunging Saugatucket , a force
once used to make fabric from the wool of
sheep fattened in the rolling pastures of the
Matunuck Hills. Or to take a rural example:
the flat expanse of the Great Swamp, hundreds
of acres of watery woods trapped behind the
hills that block the river’s slow progress to the
sea; and in that vast landscape a single house
might be visible, making a poem out of the
work of both man and nature. This is not just
a designer’s romantic notion either —— people
learn to love places that have a strong sense
of place, and that attachment translates into
tourist dollars, new homes, and economic
growth.

Architecture is fundamental to the Sense of Place:
Above, Recognizable forms mark this as an agricultural
landscape; below, sometimes ordinary buildings are
important places in a communisy.
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Chapter 4 - A Design Process for Better Residential Development

A. Understanding the Site:
Analysis and Assessment

Most Landscape Architects and Civil Engi-
neers are trained in the process of Site Analy-
sis, which refers to a detailed inventory of all
the natural and cultural factors involved in the
site of a proposed development. The Design
Standards section of the South Kingstown
Subdivision Regulations gives the Planning
Board the discretion to require analysis of the
following characteristics of a site: “site con-
text; geology and soil; agricultural lands; wet-
lands; coastal features; topography; climate;
ecology; existing vegetation, structures, and
road networks; visual features; past and
present use of the site; and ...potential effects
of the proposed project on the natural resources

& _
Soils are conmnonly analyzed to evaluate suitability for
septic systems and construction footings.

Wetlands, protected by state and federal laws, are among the factors that are most carefully analyzed by site

¥

planners; less well understood are the complex relationships between wetlands and the upland areas around them.

of the site” (Article XIII.G). Similar lists of
factors are analyzed for the environmental
impact statements often required for large
projects at the state or federal level. At both
the local and regional level, however, the em-
phasis is often on a inventory of the different
factors involved; the resulting report has a
section for each thing in the list, but generally
glosses over the way they interrelate. The
product has the benefit of being very objec-
tive and defensible, but the sense of the site as
a complex whole is lost. Design and plan-
ning theorists have struggled with this prob-
lem for fifty years; attempting to define a pro-
cess that would meet the demands of corpo-
rate development and bureaucratic review
while encouraging complex, site-specific de-
sign (see Lynch and Hack’s Site Planning, or
Tan McHarg’s Design With Nature).

In practice, site analysis tends to focus on
“plumbing issues” over aesthetics: location of
wetlands and soils suitable for a septic system,
making sure a safe driveway can be con-
structed, perhaps locating important trees for
preservation. Because zoning and building
codes are based on protection of public health,
safety and welfare, these issues tend to pre-
dominate, and planning boards are reluctant
to push the envelope too far. It is up to devel-
oper and designers to go further, then — find-
ing ways to better understand the relationships
between the many factors impinging on a site;
and analyzing additional factors that relate to
more complex design issues; views, visual and
spatial qualities, pedestrian links, ecological
networks, conservation planning and social
issues. What follows is a discussion of a few
of these approaches.

18
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Since the 1950°s, a number of planning theo-
rists have explored different ways to analyze
site data in order to make land use decision
that are more rational, but also incorporate the
kind of complexity that real sites represent.
Ian McHarg, Carl Steinitz and Julius Fabos
have each published extensively on better
ways to understand data. Using a process
called composite assessment, the designer

Composite Assessment Takes Site Analysis one Step
Further: Generating Maps Which Show
Opportunuites and Constraints for Both Development
and Conservation.

takes maps that analyze individual factors and
puts them together to see what commonalties
exist. Thus you can take a map of soils suit-
able for septic systems and overlay it on a map
showing slopes most suitable for development
to locate an appropriate house site on a prop-
erty. Adding overlays for wetlands and wild-
life habitat shows you where you should not
build. Typically, positive factors for develop-
ment are mapped together: co-occurrences of
favorable factors demonstrate opportunities for
development. Likewise negative factors are
groups to map development constraints. Maps
showing these opportunities and constraints
represent an assessment of the site’s potential
for different uses. Composite assessment has
been vastly simplified with the advent of com-
puterized mapping and drafting programs that
allow the layering of unlimited amounts of in-
formation on the base map of a site.

Visual analysis generally focuses on views;
developers look for house sites that take ad-
vantage of good views, while town boards try
to protect important roadside vistas. A more
comprehensive approach to visual analysis
looks at the way people experience these views
as a sequence of events that begins well be-
yond the borders of the site itself. This kind
of experiential analysis can show that a par-
ticular meadow at the entrance to the site is a
key part of a series of events along a stretch of
scenic roadside; or that by planting a dense
group of trees along an entrance road, the de-

veloper can enhance the drama of arriving at
the center of a new community. Like many
good ideas, this approach was often used by
designers who laid out the first American sub-
divisions in the 19th century -- but it was gradu-
ally squeezed out of the equation by time and
the demands of mass production.

As school cost rise and open land shrinks,
many communities are forcing developers to
more carefully analyze the impact of their pro-

Visual Analysis starts with an inventory of important
views, and goes on to show how views are linked into a
series of visual and spatial experiences. This series of
sketches shows the plan of a small hamlet, rop; beneath
it is the series of views that the driver gets approach-
ing, entering, and leaving the village.
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posals on the surrounding neighborhood and
larger town. Developers and designers can
take this a step further by looking for oppor-
tunities to let the development enhance the
fabric of the community rather than eroding
it. In this way the developer becomes a real
partner in implementing the comprehensive
plan. One way to do this is through scenario
planning, which simply means exploring a
number of different options for the site and
then thinking through the way these alterna-
tives fit the site and its physical and social
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Roadside Farm Before Development: One scenario
considers leaving the site undeveloped, or "develop-
ing" for new crops, timber, recreation potential, efc.

surroundings. This process thus extends the
understanding of the site as it now exists and
asks: What could it be? And What should it
be? This often leads to a more creative ap-
proach to development that has an equal or
higher financial return and fewer negative im-
pacts on the environment and the neighbor-
hood. The examples below are from Dealing
With Change in the Connecticut River Valley.

e P .- - SR R 5 o 2K
Roadside Farm after development with a Standard Sub-
division: This scenario shows the maximum allow-
able development under the current zoning.

Roadside Farm After Development as a Cluster Subdi-
vision, with the same number of houses built on smaller
fots, with the farm permanently profecied,

20

South Kingstown Residential Design Manual




B. Designing the site within its context

Developers, as well as town boards, often look
no further than the site boundary. Except
through dumb luck, however, it is impossible
to design a subdivision that is sensitive to its
surroundings without looking at that context
at least as carefully as at the site itself. The
most successful development projects recog-
nize their context, design with it and within i,
Those that do can often find ways to build
more cheaply, with fewer negative impacts,
but with higher returns.

Every site has a context, of course, a specific
set of adjacent land cover, land uses, and ac-
tivities that surround it and influence its char-
acter as much or more than what is going on
in the site itself. There is also a historical con-
text, a chain of events that produced the site
as it now exists and continues to affect its sur-
roundings. The following describes in detail
some of the contextual issues developers need
to be aware of, as well as some ways that these
different contexts can influence design deci-
sions on a particular parcel.

Environmental Context:

The environmental context includes the eco-
logical systems upon which all life depends.
Since rivers and streams and the animals and
plants they support recognize no boundaries,
the environmental context is often contiguous
with features on the site itself. In South

Kingstown as elsewhere it is the waterbodies,
and the networks of rivers and streams that
connect them that form the most critical envi-
ronmental resources. While these water bod-
ies and wetlands are protected by state and
federal laws, they are still affected by nearby
construction that changes the amount of run-
off, adds silt and pollutants, or disturbs the
upland habitats of plants and animals that de-
pend on wetlands for food.

Rivers carry the record of all the activities thar occur

in the valleys that they drain; sometimes farming can
have more of an impact than development.

It is useful to think of South Kingstown in
terms of these rivers and streams and the ba-
sins, or watersheds, that they drain. Every site
falls into one of these watersheds and is af-
fected by it and conversely has an effect on it.
Plants and animals inhabiting the watershed
can be expected to be found along contiguous
branches of streams that cross the site, or to
find their way on to the site by that route. South
Kingstown is divided by its topography, par-
ticularly the Charlestown moraine, into seven
or eight watersheds. The moraine blocks the
route of the streams flowing out of the higher
elevations to the north and turns them to the
west, where they coalesce to form the
Pawcatuck river, which has to flow all the way
around the moraine to Westerly before it emp-
ties into the sea. Several of these tributaries
first empty into Worden's pond and the great
swamp. Alow ridgeline generally along South
Road divides this western watershed system
from water that flows East into the basin of
the Saugatucket River, whose flow provided
the power for the mills at Peace Dale and
Wakefield. South of the moraine, most of the
water drains info the coastal ponds or directly
into Block Island Sound.

Each of these watersheds has a different envi-
ronmental sensitivity that will affect concerns
about development within it. The Saugatucket
River, for example, has a long history of hu-
man use and development for mills. By far
the largest number of existing homes and busi-
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nesses are in its watershed, and while water
quality continues to improve, most of the dam-
age was done long ago. By contrast, the basin
containing Worden’s Pond and the Great
Swamp is comparatively pristine. According
to data from the Heritage Program of the
Rhode Island Department of Environmental
Management, this basin contains most of the
critical wildlife habitat found in the town.
(Critical habitat is considered to be that which
contains ecological communities known to
support rare or threatened species of plants and
animals.) While the sheer size of this water-
shed provides some buffering capacity for the
impact of new development, at some unknown
point the scale of development will begin to
have a permanent negative impact on water
quality and wildlife habitat. Already, research
has identified a mysterious reduction in the
vitality of the fresh water mussels living in
Worden’s Pond, though the cause has not been
established. Another kind of impact would be
expected for development of sites on the
coastal plain, where water drains into coastal
salt ponds on its way to the sound. All too
frequently, septic systems adjacent to salt
ponds provide a source of bacterial contami-
nation to shell fish beds or nutrification that
can quickly overwhelm the fragile ecosystems
of these shallow water bodies.

Just as surface drainage connects every site in
South Kingstown, subsurface aquifers create
an invisible network that is all the more im-
portant because it is the source of the town’s
drinking water. An aquifer is a subsurface
deposit of sand or gravel that, like a sponge,
holds water that seeps into it from the surface.
Some aquifers act like underground rivers,
with water slowly moving deep beneath the
ground. Areas whose runoff feeds the aquifer
are known as aquifer recharge areas. The prin-
cipal aquifers and aquifer recharge areas are

found beneath the farmland in the Northwest
corner of South Kingstown, in the area east of
Tuckertown and on either side of Rt. 1 near
the border with Charlestown. Each of these
areas has been made part of the Groundwater
Protection Overlay District, shown on South
Kingstown’s official zoning map. Regulations
governing this district are designed to prevent
contamination, particularly by industrial
chemicals and petroleum products, and require
specific stormwater management practices to
be followed for large developments.

Worden's Pond (forground, left, and right) is at the center of a basin that drains the center of South Kingstown.
Tuckertown (beyond the pond in the aerial view) sits over a groundwater protection district.
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While the waterbodies, streams and river net-
works contain South Kingstown’s most pro-
ductive ecosysteins, upland meadows and
woodlands also contain many important envi-
ronmental resources. Many species of plants
and animals have adapted to farmland, and
often coexist quite happily with agricultural
activities. Hedgerows and copses of trees of-
fer important cover and breeding habitat to
many kinds of birds, while open grasslands
are valuable to specific species like bobolinks.
Many farmers time their hay cutting, for ex-
ample, to avoid destruction of grass-breeding
bird nests before the young have left. Devel-
opers who work to preserve open space within
their projects can use these same management
practices to protect wildlife.

Wooded areas offer a special challenge for
environmental protection, because their value
to wildlife is often a function of how big they
are; a few houses and driveways in an area of
woods can totally alter the kind of animals that
will live there, even though the landscape has
not changed very much. While many species
thrive in “edge” communities, where forest
meets field (or house site), others can only live
and reproduce in large areas of unbroken for-
est. Even if there is enough roem for a couple
of breeding animals, moreover, if there is not
an adjacent population with which to interact
the population will not be viable. The frag-
mentation created by development can thus
eliminate much of the diversity found in the

forest, even if most of the trees are saved. (See
Rick Enser, in Vascular Flora of Rhode Is-
land, p. 268.)

So what should developers do? They are used
to altering subdivision plans to avoid impacts
on streams, ponds or wetlands — more cre-
ative approaches go beyond merely avoiding
damage and instead seek to actually enhance
the function of these natural systems. Near a
sensitive wetland area, for example, buffer
strips of existing vegetation can be left be-
tween the development and the resource area,
or houses can be clustered on another area of
the site. Stormwater retention ponds can also

i e i

Stormwater retention areas, like this basin at The Vil-
lage at Indian Lake, can foster wildlife, especially if
carefully planted and surrounded by natural areas --
and they look great, too.

be used as buffers, and can be designed to in-
crease available wildlife habitat. In wooded
areas, care should be taken to locate roads and
houses in a manner that will conserve the larg-
est amount of contiguous forest. Current and
future use of surrounding parcels should be
carefully analyzed so that forest preserved on
the site connects with that of surrounding par-
cels. Sometimes leaving a narrow corridor of
trees is enough to allow populations of birds
and animals to continue to be viable. On all
kinds of sites, care should be taken in the choice
and location of landscaping materials: again,
there is an opportunity to use plantings to buffer
and extend existing wildlife habitat. Especially
next to undisturbed woods and wetlands, na-
tive species should be favored over exotics that
could otherwise use the site as a beachhead
into a pristine area. Native plant species have
the added benefit of growing more vigorously,
fitting in better visually, and maintaining them-
selves better over time; all of which provides
a more beautiful and productive landscape at
lower cost.

(Lisa Gould of The Rhode Island Natural His-
tory Survey, Inc. provided much of the infor-
mation for this section.)
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Economic Context

Another kind of context that is frequently over-
looked in the planning of new subdivisions is
the economic context, meaning the way the
existing site fits into the ongoing economic
life of the town. For some uses, such as log-
ging or agriculture, this relationship is clear;
for others, like tourism, it can be somewhat
oblique. Changes proposed for a given site
may take away the economic value of proper-
ties surrounding it, or add to it — but either
way the development will be more successful
if these aspects are investigated as part of the
planning and design process. In the final
analysis, there is usually a conflict between
the “highest and best use” of an individual site
— meaning the most intensive development
allowed — and the value of the properties
around it. Typically development of a con-
ventional subdivision creales visual impacts
that will lower the value of surrounding prop-
erties. Yetitdoesn’t have to be that way: there
is a long tradition in the region of the “com-
mon wealth”, the notion that while individu-
als own their own property, they each have a
responsibility to the others to sustain the health
and vigor of the entire area, whether it be a
neighborhood, a town, or an entire state. This
quaint idea is starting to come back into plan-
ning circles, especially as people observe the
economic decline of areas that have been over-
developed — where traffic, pollution and sub-
urban sprawl so erode the quality of life that
people no longer want to be there. In prac-

tice, this means recognizing that development
of any site affects all the others for good or
bad.

Impacts of residential developinent are espe-
cially noticeable where there is a strong break
with ongoing land uses on the site or neigh-
boring properties. Some of these other uses
include:

Agriculture and Forestry: While not a big
part of South Kingstown’s economy as a per-
centage of sales or jobs, agriculture and for-
estry have an important role in maintaining the
rural character of the area, which in turn sup-
ports the housing and tourist industries. Agri-
culture also adds a healthy diversity to the eco-
nomic base, providing jobs and supplying lo-
cally grown produce, milk and eggs. Perhaps
most importantly, farming and forestry keep
land out of residential use, which almost al-
ways requires more in services per household
than is collected in taxes. It should also be
remembered that in the future, having local
farms may be much more important than to-
day, when low shipping costs and government
subsidies make it cheaper to import produce
from California than to grow it locally, Farm-
lands and forests represent strategic resources
that deserve to be protected for future genera-
tions.

:
?

Farmland (top) and forestry (below) are important pro-
viders of jobs and economic diversity; they also add
immeasurably to the quality of life townwide.
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Sand & Gravel:

The rich sand and gravel deposits of South
County have a long and important relation-
ship to the economic life of Rhode Island; yet
there is a conflict between the need to take
advantage of these resources and the need to
protect groundwater quality and wildlife habi-
tat. Likewise, in an area so dependent on tour-
ism and residential development, there are
other conflicts that arise when sand and gravel
operations affect the visual quality of a neigh-
borhood. Because sand and gravel deposits
are also among the easiest soils to build on,
they frequently get developed before other
areas. An existing gravel pit can get so
hemmed in by development that ongoing op-
erations must be curtailed because of com-

plaints. In the long term, these resonrces will
continue to be important to economic growth
in Rhode Island and indeed all of New En-
gland. Whether they are on or adjacent to a
development site they form an important part
of the development equation.

Tourism : Tourist-related activities account
for much of South Kingstown’s economic
health, accounting for over 1000 jobs in 1986
and over $45 million in sales. Part of the at-
traction of the town is the combination of ru-

ral character with the nearness of the ocean.
Should that rural character be lost there will
clearly be less of a reason for people to visit
— and as any number of towns on the Jersey
Shore could tell you, just having a beach is
not enough to ensure continued prosperity. The
rural landscape helps to broaden recreational
opportunities for visitors and spreads the sea-
son out by providing activities (such as local
grist mills and pumpkin farms) that interest
visitors when the beach weather comes to an
end.

Sand and gravel operations, while generating jobs and  Visual and physical access to the water is critical fo the success of tourism in South Kingstown; increasingly, the
market demands more than a quief cottage by the sea; many different forms of recreation must be available for the

fax dollars,can threafen scenic and environmental re-
sources.

fown fo stay competitive with other areas of the coumntry.
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Community Context

Developers typically build the development
that the town has prescribed through its zon-
ing and don’t worry too much about how it
fits into the neighborhood. Increasingly, how-
ever, builders are seeing the value of con-
sciously designing public amenities that sup-
port the civic life of the community and en-
hance the quality of life for future residents.
Typically, suburban areas are so devoid of this
kind of civic amenity that new developments
that provide them become the focus of the
neighborhood — including surrounding sub-
divisions, and thereby command higher val-
ues. This doesn’t require a major investment,
either — sometimes a small park or town

’

5 i t

Even smail subdivisions can have a neighborhood fo-
cus: this small common is the centerpiece of a recent

development in Amherst, Massachusetis.

green, a playground or ball field, can become
the focus of the entire community. Other de-
velopers will provide community halls, recre-
ation centers, or set aside lots for civic huild-
ings such as libraries, schools, government
buildings, or churches. In any case, the first
step is to determine the potential of the devel-
opment site in connecting to and enhancing
the life of the surrounding community — es-
pecially that part of the neighborhood that is
within walking distance, about 1/4 of a mile,.
For sites near existing town and village cen-
ters this may mean simply providing pedes-
trian connections; for more remote sites there
is an opportunity to create a real community
where none existed previously.

Community buildings are becoming more common in residential subdivisions, especially for senior housing,

Housing with a conumunity concience need not look out
of place: these subsidized units in Lincoln, Mass. are
designed with an extended farmiouse thene

R

like

this village-style develapment in Northampton, Mass. The structure serves as a visual focus and center of com-
wmunity life for residents and is used by the wider community as well: bringing new and old together:
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Recreational Confext

South Kingstown has a wealth of recreational
opportunities; hunting and fishing; hiking,
biking, and horseback riding; boating and
beaching, etc. It would be difficult to find a
site that is not within walking distance of one
or more of these recreational resources — yet
they are often ignored in the design of new
subdivisions. The Open Space and Recreation
Element of the Comprehensive plan suggests
several ways that developers can help to meet
the recreation needs of the town as a whole.
Development of each individual site should
be planned in relationship to this town-wide
effort, as well as the immediate context of the
project:

Beach, Salt, and Fresh Water Access:

As the major draw for tourists and
homeowners, access to the water is a critical
need. While sites with direct access have a
much higher value for development, this gives
their owners the opportunity to trade access
rights for better design or land management
with less fortunate neighbors. For example, a
developer who have access to a salt pond might
negotiate with a neighbor to trade access ease-
ments that benefit both parties. Or perhaps
by granting access to the public, a developer
receives public funds for trail development,
boat ramp construction, etc. This is clearly an
effort where developers, landowners, and the

Shared Access to the water is an impartant communiry
amenity at the Village at Indian Lake; open space and
trails within a development should connect to both
neighboring properties and regional systems.

town, working together, can have a major im-
pact on the quality of life for everyone.

Greenway System: greenways, continuous
corridors of open space, protect critical natu-
ral resources while at the same time create a
potential recreation network connecting all

parts of the town. The skeleton of this
townwide greenway is provided by regulations
protecting wetlands and water bodies, and sig-
nificant areas that have been permanently pro-
tected as wildlife refuges. Ongoing efforts are
being made to make this network usable for
recreation by building trails, seeking necessary
easements across private property, etc. The
most notable projects now under development
are the Saugatucket River Heritage Corridor
and the South County Bikepath. In this con-
text carefully-planned residential development
provides the opportunity to link every new
home to a permanently protected, townwide
open space network. Ultimately this local
network will be part of the statewide greenway
system envision by the Rhode Island
Greenways Council. A good example of this
is the Rhode Island North-South Trail, which
runs through neighboring Richmond and will
eventually link the beaches in Charlestown
with rural communities on the Massachusetts
border,

Special Use Activities: the town has identi-
fied a number of specialized use activities as
lacking in the town, including hiking and na-
ture trails, bike paths, cross-country ski trails,
sliding hills, and a linear park along the
Saugatucket River. Obviously, some sites pro-
vide the opportunity to support these activi-
ties and others do not. An awareness of town
goals and ongoing projects will provide op-
portunities for plugging into this context.
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Town Character Context

In earlier chapters we talked about how town
character and the sense of place are generated
by the complex relationships between the var-
ied landscapes of the town and the various
human activities that occur upon them. Every
site expresses to some extent the character of
its surroundings, and whether open, wooded,
or part of an existing village is part of a larger
pattern in the landscape. It is up to the devel-
oper to determine how the site fits into that
pattern, and how changes to the site will either
build upon or destroy that existing character.

Theorists have often talked about rural char-
acter in terms of the “cultural landscape.” This

A tale of twoe Connecticut condominium developments: On the left, a typical "

refers to the kind of areas that have never been
“designed”, but which look the way they do
because of the how the land was used. The
thing abont cultural landscapes is that the pat-
terns that exist are alt expressions of functional
relationships — few things are purely orna-
mental, but rather every thing that one sees is
there for a purpose. An historic farmstead,
for example, is typically located close to the
road for the sake of efficiency. Barns and out-
buildings are located to block winter winds
and create a sheltered, sunny farmyard that is
comfortable for more months of the year.
Shade trees and porches serve to provide for
shelter from sun and rain during the summer.
Dwellings are tall and narrow to provide for
efficient heating, cooling and natural light to

the interior, etc. The charming character that
we find so attractive is thus merely the expres-
sion of a series of practical approaches to site
planning and architecture, each with functional
purposes.

Developments that are designed with an un-
derstanding of the forces that produced the
cultural landscape that surrounds them tend to
follow the same common sense approach, and
in that way harmonize visually with the things
that came before. By contrast, if you ignore
the patterns present in the cultural landscape,
no amount of investment in architectural frills
will make a new development feel like it be-
longs.

‘cookie-cutter” approach, with the same unit stamped out over and over; on the right, similar

use and density, but the units are within larges, more typically single-family-style structures. This approach fits in better visually; it also allows an irregular site plan that
takes advantage of views and clusters units to block the wind and create sheltered , private entrances.
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Developers can respond to the historic patterns
and rural character surrounding their site in
several ways.

1. Preserving Special Features and Views:
The easiest way to preserve town character is
not to destroy it in the first place. This might
mean preserving a meadow or stand of trees
along the roadside or keeping development off
a ridgeline or hilltop. The Residential Cluster
and Residential Compound sections of the
subdivision regulations offer the flexibility to
protect these kind of features while still de-
veloping a site. '
Sometimes its as simple as preserving exist-
ing trees, and using dark colors on walls and
roofs to help houses blend in .

Fe,

Treetops, Falmouth, Massachusetts: a contemporary
interpretation of traditional Cape Cod architecture;
natural materials, preserved trees and naturalized
plantings help the development blend in to the landscape.

Brown's Farm Subdivision: A traditional village theme
can unify a new development with a consistent approach
to architecture and site planning that's rooted in com-
mon sense.

2, Using traditional site planning
and architecture:

Along with protecting key features, the char-
acter of what is built can be designed to ex-
press the character of its context. This usu-
ally means developing subdivisions that fol-
low traditional patterns -- with buildings ei-
ther relatively close together, as in a traditional
village or hamlet, or tucked into the landscape
in accordance with the traditional farmstead
or estate. The architecture itself need not be a
slavish copy of an historical model, but rather
areinterpretation that maintains similar mass-
ing, proportions, and materials. Investigat-
ing the ways that nearby homes and commu-
nities were laid out can often provide a rich
source of design ideas — particulatly if the
designer looks beyond the surface and attempts
to figure out the underlying visual and func-
tional relationships between various elements.

3. Maintaining traditional activities:

All too often residential developments that are
modeled on historic examples end up being
rather sterile and lifeless (especially if all the
residents are driving elsewhere to work, shop,
and play.) As important as appearance of a
development is to fitting in to the character of
a neighborhood, it is just as important to main-
tain traditional activities. Open space within
developments should be latd out to allow con-
tinued farming and forestry activities; some-
times the success of such efforts depends on
negotiating agreements between new
homeowners and farmers — some towns go
so far as to adopt “right to farm” bylaws that
ensure that farmers will be able to get up early
and start mowing without being sued by their
new neighbors,

Development of these homes allowed farming to con-
tinue on the rest of the parcel; restrictions will prevent
any further development, but also guarantee the farmer’'s
right to prirsue his or her livelihood -- even when it starts
to smell!
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C. Benefits of contextual design

It is apparent from the preceding discussion
that existing local residents and the environ-
ment both benefit when developers design new

subdivisions to fit into their contexts. But
benefits also come to the developer:
1. Lower construction costs: the conven-

tional subdivision, while perhaps the most
straightforward approach, generally requires
more clearing, longer and wider roads, and
greater distances between houses. A contex-
tual approach would probably result in less
clearing, lower road lengths, and reduced road
standards, all of which would result in low-
ered construction costs, Additional design
innovations, such as naturalized stormwater
management systems that avoid engineered

Conventional subdivision, left; cluster, right: Shorter
rouads, surface stormwater systems, and rural design
standards can save money, allowing larger profits from
fewer untits, which can save the landscape.

drainage structures, native plantings, and pre-
served site features would also reduce costs.
On large rural sites, preservation of open space
in the form of forest cover or active agricul-
ture would allow the possibility of ongoing
income from these activities that could offset
the purchase price of the land.

2. Ease of review and permitting: A design
that fits into its context will inevitably create
less neighborhood opposition than a conven-
tional subdivision. By starting out with an
objective look at what’s good for the neigh-
borhood, the developer is no longer the bad
guy, but rather a positive force in the improve-
ment of the town. The same is true for the
town review process, which so often gets so
bogged down in details that simplistic conven-
tional plans go through the process faster than
more complicated creative ones:

One way to pursue contextual design is
through a charette process, which refers to a
meeting or series of meetings where the de-
veloper, designers, town officials, and inter-
ested citizens gather to work on plans for a
site or an entire neighborhood. Because no
decisions have been made, it allows everyone
to have participate early on in the process.
Developers get valuable information about the
site and the community, and abutters begin to
understand the expectations of the developer.

In the end, contextual design makes develop-
ers into partners in the town planning process;
helping to refine preliminary ideas for neigh-
borhood plans, completing road and infrastruc-
ture systems, extending greenways, etc. The
result is that development becomes the posi-
tive force for change that it was for most of
South Kingstown’s history.

The charette process brings developers, town officials,
aud interested citizens together to work on plans for a
single site or an entire neighborhood. It is, almost by
definition, a contextual approach to design.
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3. Maximum site amenity for minimal in-
vestment:

Development that takes advantage of its con-
text can build on visual resources and physi-
cal connections to develop value. This is easy
to see where protection of a special feature or
vista creates an attractive view from each new
home. Increasingly, residents are looking for
hiking and biking trail connections to nearby
parks and recreation areas. Connections to
greenways and bike trails are used to market
subdivisions in suburban areas outside Bos-
ton and New York; in South Kingstown ev-
ery new home can and should have a direct
connection to a permanently preserved open
space system.,

Bike trails and bike-friendly town planning are com-
mon in europe. Such amenities are basic to marketing
Sfor tourisin and residential development.

Architecture that fits its historic context, like these new
homes on Nantucket, sells quicker, while costing no
more to build than a typical home for that market,

4, Marketing advantages: Subdivisions that
are designed with their surroundings in mind
have major marketing advantages. First, they
look like they belong — if people wanted to
live in a conventional subdivision why move
to South Kingstown? Second, they grow in
faster: any new development has a period
when it still looks out of place; if it is designed
to harmonize with its surroundings a project
will not be dependent on the growth of new
trees to blend into the landscape. Finally,
contextual design enhances the sense of place
in a new community; that quality that makes a
house a home, and turns a subdivision into a
neighborhood.

In summary, a subdivision that has been de-
signed to be sensitive to its contexts will be
approved faster, can be constructed for less
money, and marketed more easily — all of
which will have a big impact on the bottom
line. Tt doesn’t hurt that the developer comes
through with a reputation for sensitive, creative
design —making the next project that much
easier to build.

Village Style Development can be marketed to empha-
size shared amenities and community cliaracter
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Chapter 5 - The Planning and Design Scenarios

The scenarios that are illustrated here show
how the planning and design ideas contained
in this manual can be applied to actual sites in
South Kingstown. Each of the sites shown is
an actual vacant parcel, chosen to be repre-
sentative of a one of the Town’s typical land-
scapes. Some are in the process of planning
for development as subdivisions, some will
likely never be: the purpose of these scenarios
is to show what is possible, and indeed likely,
under current regulations, and then to illus-
trate a more creative alternative that accom-
modates an equal amount of development.

The site scenarios are each organized in the
same order: first, a view of the existing site,
before development; second, the same view
with descriptive information about the site and
its context. This is followed by a view show-
ing the site as it would likely be developed
under a conventional plan, which is the one
most likely to happen. The fourth image shows
acreative alternative to placing the same num-
ber of houses on the parcel in a way that fits in
better with the character of the site and its con-
text. Finally, the last picture shows the cre-
ative approach with descriptions of specific
design recommendations that have been illus-
trated.

Upland Farm: an active farm in the rural upland Village Infill: Infill in a historic neighborliood
along Route 138,

h e d ; ; PR Lo : 3 AT,. ; K s 2
rea-use D st ’Ct"_A" I evoiving commercia Wooded Hills; A forested site in the rolling landscape
SJamily residential district of the moraine.

The Village Edge: Development in a landscape of Coastal Farm: an open agricultural site on the
open meadows and hedgerows on the edge of town coastal plain.
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Upland Farm - Existing Conditions Before Development
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Upland Farm - Understanding the Site and Its Context

Farmhouse and
Barns

Rt 138

Tilled Fields in
Active Use

Stream Cotridor

Pasture

Ecology:

Cornfields and Meadows provide seasonal cover and
forage for inany species of animals. Wetlands, ponds,
hedgerows and wooded areas provide permanent habi-
tat for even more. On this site, all these areas are closely
linked to surrounding systems: streams on the site flow
into the Usquepaug river; farms on all sides provide
open space corridors important to the movement of
wildlife.

Economy:

The concentration of Jarge farms in the Rt. 138 corri-

dor, many of them with some degree of protection from

development, provides the critical mass that helps to

make this ncighborhood the most viable for continued

farming. Programs to reduce taxes in exchange for

conservation easements as well as limited residential

Wooded Wetlands

Protected Agricultural
Land North of Rt. 138

Existing Farm
Road

Pond and
Stream Corridor

development around the edges can reduce overhead
costs. In this era of cheap shipping costs, farming in
New England often struggles to compete with the prod-
ucts of other regions - but many see our farmland as
insurance against future change, as well as providing
immediate benefits in terins of scenic quality and fresh
produce,

Visual Character and Context:

The character of the site is remarkably varied; it in-
cludes the historic farmsteads along I, 138, the open
fields and long views across the cultivated land, and a
series of meadows surrounded by woods in the south
part of the site. Adding further variely to the mix are
isolated large trees, hedgerows dividing the fields, as
well as sireams, pond and wetland corridors, While
most of the meadows and woods in the south half of

the site are not visible from the road, views of the farm-
land on the north half of the site are an important part
of the visual character of Rt. 138.

Community:

The neighborhood consists of a series of farmsteads
strung along Rt. 138. The nearby church, grange hall,
and village of Usquepaug were part of a neighborhood
that was probably more cohesive 100 years ago than it
is today, when most local residents drive to work else-
where.

Recreation:

Public access to the site is limited to views from the
road, though informat hiking, hunting and-fishing are
common in the neighborhood. The Usquepaug river
forms an important potential greenway and trail link
south to the Great Swamp and Worden Pond.
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Upland Farm - After Conventional Development

Applying the 200,000 s.f. minimuin lot size allowed in this district produces a
subdivision of 34 lots (some out of sight below the frame of this illustration). De-
velopment of these lots and new roads to access them destroys the agricultural use
of the land - though homeowners would have enough room on individual lols to
keep a few horses. The open character of the landscape, particularly of the north

half of the site, would make it difficult to hide the houses. The pattern that results is
something that cannot be made to fit the traditional character along Rt. 138. At
best it is a more spread out version of the typical suburhan subdivision, with lots too
large to be easily maintained, but too small for continued agricultural use.
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Upland Farm - After Creative Development

. -

B R el

The creative approach to developing this farm allows the farmer, Lhe residents, and
(he public all to benefit. Most of the areas in aclive cultivation remain so. A new
road follows the treeline along the edge of (he fields to provide access to a new
neighborhood tucked into the woods and meadows on the south half of the site.
The development is built using he cluster provisions of the zoning bylaws, which
allow the 34 units generated by the site's 200,000 s.f. base density to be built on

half-acre lots. The remaining open space is set aside for continued farming as weil
as preservation of buffer zones and greenways along Lhe stream corridors that drain
the property. Houses in the new neighborhood would each face out onto small neigh-
borhood open spaces, as well as having views and physical access to cominon open
space in the rear of each property. The quality of life this affords keeps lot values
high even though the lots themselves are smaller.
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Upland Farm - Design Recommendations

Site Planning:
Preserve large blocks of contiguous farmland and forest, using the cluster bylaw to
go {rom 200,000 to 20,000 s.f. minimum lot size. Use the varied meadow and forest
fandscape in the south part of the site to create a new neighborhood organized around
village streets and neighborhood green spaces. Create buffers adjoining stream
corridors, and use these to create trail connections to the larger town greenway
systerin..

Open Space:

Open space has a variety
of uses in this develop-
ment: a large part
confinues in active
agricultural use, with
appropriate buffers and
use agreements (o protect
farming activities from
the potentially unsympa-
thetic residents. Natural
corridors are sct aside to
protect sensitive wetlands
and waterbodies. Finally,
open space in and next to
the residences is de-
signed for active use by
the community.

Public Amenitics:

Tree-lined village streets with sidewalks and fenced front yards
invite walking through the neighborhood. Small greens
provide a visual focus and a place for kids to play. Sidewalks
connect to a trail system linking up with the Usquepaug
Greenway to the West, and URI to the East. Shared stables and
riding facilities (not shown here) could provide additional
value, with equestrian trails circling the property.

Stormwater Management:

Use surface drainage as much as possible
rather than structures. Build off of existing
site drainagc, using improvements to ercatec a
focus for the public open spaec. Design
surface drainage swales and retention areas to
look like naturai strcams and ponds.

Roads and Driveways: Provide access to the develop-
ment arca with a new road that follows the ireeline in the
path of an old farim road. Keep road width to a mini-
mum. and {ollow the rural design vernacular by eliminat-
ing curbs, sidewalks, and structured drainage except
where absolutely necessary.

Streetscape:

Design the street with a
consistent design ap-
proach to help unify the
appearance of the neigh-
borhood. Adopt a
coinmon sctback for
building facades to help
reinforce the sense of

£ enclosure along the strect.

Landscape:

Preserve existing trces,
walls, and other site
features. Create private
yards for each home by
locating buildings close to

P streets and lot lines where

_ appropriate, using fences

and hedges to separate
public and private spaces.
Create 2 common voeabu-
lary of trees and shrubs to
unify the development,
using the historic vernacular
as a guide

Architecture:
Use simple home styles and

details found on adjoining
propetties; gabled roofs, porches,
—— dormers, etc. Use addilive
massing, wings, cls, elc., to break
up large houses into units with
traditional scale and proportions.
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Mixed-Use District - Understanding the Site and Its Context

University of
Rhode Island
Farm Property

Multi-family
housing

Offices

Restaurant

Subdivision

Ecology:

While from the road the area appears to be heavily de-
veloped, the actual disturbed area is confined to a lim-
ited corridor along Kingstown Road. Beyond this on
both sides of the road are hundreds of acres of undevel-
oped woods, wetlands and stream corridors that form a
rich, if fragmented, habitat for the more common forms
of suburban witdlife. The evolving nature of this eom-
mercial corridor presents an opportunity to consoli-
date some of these areas into meaningful natural re-
serves, with paths for people and protected routes for
the movement of wildlife.

Economy:

The economic context is critical to the successful rede-
velopment of this district, which has yet to define itself
fully. The existing area has a mix of local service busi-
nesses, restaurants, offices and multi-family residen-
tial, with older and more recent single family develop-

(as Station
Undeveloped Parcel:

Residential Zoning

Used Car Lot

Kingston Road

Edge of New Police
Station Property

ment mixed in. As traffic grows on Kingstown Road
and automobile-related businesses spread along the
corridor, eonflicts between uses grow. What is likely
to happen is a continued separation between the busi-
nesses lining the road and the residential development
behind them, While this allows the two to coexist, gual-
ity of life will eontinue 10 decline. While economic
growlh may continue, an important opporlunity will be
lost -- the chance 10 create a real cenier for this neigh-
borhood

Visual Character and Context:

The character of the Kingstown Road Corridor is one
of extreme, even chaolic variety, without a sense of a
single unifying element. What results is a jarring vi-
sual experience, and a lack of logieal patterns that makes
navigation difficult. The result is a kind of ugliness
that will not be cured by better landscaping, but which

can only be changed through the creation of a more co-
lierent approach to the design of the whole district.

Community:

The mixed and fragmented nature of the neighborhood
offers both a challenge and opportunity o create a sense
among residents and businesses of belonging to a rec-
ognizable neighborhood. Residents of the different sub-
divisions and housing developments are cut off from
one another as much by the lack of a visual and func-
tional center as by social differences.

Recreation:

Few opportunities for recreation exist in the corridor
beyond informal trails through the woods beyond its
edges. Yet the size of these areas suggest the possibil-
ity of creating an extensive greenway and trail network
linking this area with other parts of town.
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A history of conflicting goals for the Kingstown Road corridor is reflected in its
likely future appearance if development continues in its present direction. Strict
adherence to the zoning map would likely produce a more finished version of
what is now underway: some of the parcels would be developed as half-acre or
one-acre house lots; others would be developed for multi-family use; and both
would be cut off from the road by a strip of commercial buildings surrounded by
asphalt. Should sidewalks be built, few people would use them just 1o walk past
the parking lots lining Kingstown Road, and since most of (he businesses would
be oricnted 1o the automobile, few neighborhood residents would be inclined to

Mixed-Use District - After Conventional Development

walk to them. What results is a negative spiral that limits coinmercial development

i

options to strip malls, gas stations, and other strip commercial uses, while forcing
neighborhood residents to drive elsewhere to work, play, and shop for the things they
need. Because the commercial and residential uses are not merely independent, but
often in conflict, physical barriers are erccted that further isolate the different ele-
ments within the district, and so on. Eventually it becomes impossible 1o get around
the area except by car, it is very hard to navigate, and the sense of visual clutter and
chaos worsens. The quality of life for local residents declines, as does the value of
commercial property.
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The creative approach to development takes all the same uses that would be al-
lowed in the district under current zoning and arranges them in a very different
way. Rather than being separated, uses would be mixed on adjoining lots, and
indeed on the satne lots and even the same building. Agrecments between land-
owners foster the eonstruction of new streets and driveways that cross lot lines to
connect the neighborhood togelher, linking buildings and parking lots into a more
coherent whole and relieving traffic problems on Kingstown Road. New interior

streets, lined with trees and connecting imporlant centers within the district, make

Mixed-Use District - After Creative Development

- ‘ ) A
automobile circulation work better, but just as importantly invite residents, shoppers,
and workers to walk belween uses, encouraging the creation of a real neighborhood.
On-street parking reduces the need for separate parking lots, which are screened to
the side and rear of buildings. Structures themselves are kept close to the sidewalk
and to each other, creating a continuous building wall that encloses the public space
along the street.. While the interior streets would be lined primarily with local ser-
vices, apartments, and offices, the lots along Kingstown road could conlinue to hold
automobile-dependent uses and regional services.
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Mixed-Use District - Design Recommendations

Site Planning:

Nexw access roads cross lot lines to connect
and rationalize circulation through the dis-
trict. Lined with mixed use buildings in a
traditional village pattern, the street becomes
the public spine that unites the neighborhood
visually and functionally, Parking is
handled on street and with small connecled
lots that wind behind the buildings.

Streetscape:

A consistent palette of materials for pav-
ing, planting, and site furnishings should
be adopted to unify the design of streets
thoughout the district. Esiablish a con-
sistent setback, or build-to line along the
edge of the street to which the facade of
all buildings must adhere. Reinforce the
enclosure this gives thestreet with tree
and shrub plantings.

Roads and Driveways: Streets should be ar-
ranged to create an interconnected grid, with
relatively tight curves and on-street parking
to slow Ltraffic. Simnall parking lots linked by
alleys provide for convenient parking and ser-
vice access to each building, while reducing
the visual impact of a typical parking lot.
Curb culs onto Kingstown road are consoli-
dated at a few well-planned points 1o ease

traffic conflicts.

Open Space:

Preservation of natural drain-
age ways should be designed
to bring a wild, natural kind
of open space into the neigh-
borhood. A more formal
kind of open space system
should follow and enhance
the main pedestrian routes
through the district.

Publie Amenities:

Tree-lined streets and broad sidewalks
lined with alively mix of uses invit walk-
ing through the neighborhood.. The most
public areas should be linked together in
a coherent systemn to form the backbone
of the design. Site important buildings to
terminate vistas along streets and across
open spaces. Locate plazas and gather-
ing areas at logical points where aclivi-
ties and lines of moverment converge.

Stormwater Management;

Comimnercial streels should be
drained with curbs and catch
basins. Stormwaler should be
retained and treated to remove
pellutants with a comprehen-
sive system of ponds and con-
structed wetlands. QOu-site
recharge shonld be encour-
aged through the use of gravel
trenches, grassed swales, etc.

Architecinre:

Buildings should be generally 2-3 stories, with active
uses like shops on the ground floor and offices and apart-
ments above. Structures should be designed with the
scale and proportions found in South Kingstown's his-
toric centers. Large buildings should be broken up into
smaller volumes using additve massing and simple ge-
ometries found in the town's traditional architecture. Tall
peaked roofs with dormers should be encouraged over
flat roofs, though fat facades with cornices facing onto
public streets and squares are another good option.

Landscape;

Landscaping within the center of the
district should focus on strong
plantings of street trees to shade
sidewalks and parking areas, and
masses of shrubs and hedges to pro-
vide privacy and screen undesirable
views. Permiable paving, generous
tree pits, and protected islands
should be used to favor long-term
survival of plant material.
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The Village Edge - Existing Conditions Before Development
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Village Edge - Understanding the Site and Its Context

Wakefield
Center

Existing
Homes

Woods
Meadow

Pond

Older Estates

Ecology: Recreation; Yisual Character and Context:

Thie site has a greal variety of different habi- The site is not open to the public, but is enjoyed infor- The character of the site itself is one of rolling farmland, with
tats within a relatively small area, from pas- mally by local residents for walking. Potential recreation  small ineadows and fields, separated by hedgerows and wooded
tures divided by hedgerows Lo stream and links include the planned river greenway, which passes areas, and punctuated by streams and ponds. These features are
pond systems, to pockets of mature forest. (hrough the center of Wakefield. visible from several points along surrounding roads, as well as
Despite this diversity the site is ecologically from neighboring homes. It is one of the few remaining open
isolated, cut off from larger systems by sur- spaces at the historic edge of Wakefield, and as such has an im-
rounding roads and residential development. portant visual role in maintaining this edge.

Comnunity:

The site lies just at the edge of the developed center of
Wakefield, with village streets on one side and low-den-
sity estate-style development on the other.
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Village Edge - After Conventional Development

New subdivision roads cross the site, providing access to 20,000 s.f. lots. Afew  is the sense of the old edge of the village: no longer the dramatic break belween
prime estate lots are also developed, particularly on the west side of the property. village and countryside so valued in the landscape of New England but now the same
The new roads and house sites eliminate any chance of continved farining on the  kind of suburban ring that has swallowed up most towns closer to our 1najor cities.
properly. At the same time the visual variety within the site is lost behind the

monotonous march of house lots across the landscape. Most importantly, also lost
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Village Edge - After Creative Development

With a more creative approach to developing the site, the cluster provision of the impact. A few homes are located on large estate lots, with careful siting of driveways
zoning bylaw is used to reduce the size of the lots, which are located to blend into and building envelopes to reduce intrusions on the visual character of the landscape.
the landscape in a way that continucs the existing paltern. Some new units are The result is a development that accommodates the same number of new homes as
built adjacent to homes on the edge of Wakefield Center; the edge of the village the conventional plan, but which preserves the rural character of the site and its value
thereby moving ocut into the site, but still maintaining a strong break belween as a strong edge to the village.

village and countryside. The remainder of the new houses are located in clusters

tucked among the hedgerows and wooded areas on the site to reduce their visual
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Village Edge - Design Recommendations

Site Planning:

Use development patterns surrounding the site as a
guide to locating new units. Allow the village
edge to expand into the site, but retain a strong
break between uses. Use estate-style planning to
locate some homes at edges of woods and fields.
A central hamlet absorbs additional units in an
arcawhere several hedgerows come together.

Use preserved open space to retain
meadows and cultivated acreage
in agricultural use, Organize the ——
open space (o create a permanent
greenbelt at the new edge of

Wakefield. Stormwater Management:

Surface drainage to naturalized ponds and
wetland systems are 1nost appropriate on a
farm property. Locate necessary improve-
ments to buffer and expand exising wetlands
and waterbodies protected by law..

Roads and Driveways: Keep paved road
width to practical minimum. Roads and
Driveways should parallel topographic
contours and follow existing hedgerows
and stone walls, Use shallow swales rather
than curbs in a rural setting

Publie Amenittes:
Views over the preserved farmland from
individual units and new site roads arc the
principal public amenity. Links to the town
center and the river greenway tie this
preserved open space to the rest of the
village.

Landscape:

Locate hontes and driveways to preserve
as many of the existing trees, walls, and
ledge outcrops as possible. Create
private yards for each home by locating
buildings close to streets and lot lines
where appropriate

Architecture:

Use traditional village home styles in
the local vernacular. Homes that are
part of the village should fit in with
existing neighbors. Dark natural
colors help to hide new homes in the
woods and edge of meadows.
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Village Infill - Existing Conditions Before Development

o
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Road out of town

Site Boundary

Older subdivision
with backyards
facing onto

the site

Original estate
house and
property that once
included the site

nd Its Conte

N

Recent
subdivision
cul-de-sac

Existing homes
facing street

Road to
town center

Ecology:

0O1d beech trees and mature understory are
relatively unusual within the town. Large
living and dead trees, as well as vernal
pools within the site offer wildlife habi-
{at. Since neighboring properties are
mostly developed and no streams cross the
area, [imited movement of wildlife across
the site would be expected.

Recreation:

The site is enjoyed informally by numerous abutters for

walking and nature study. Shady sidewalk along the ex-

isting road makes an important pedestrian connection to

the YMCA

Community:

The site lies within a neighborhood of around 100 homes
near the northeastern edge of the historic center of
Wakefield. The existing road is used by everyone who
lives in the neighborhood or goes to the YMCA.

Visual Character and Context:

With its stone walls and mature beech trees, the site is an important
neighborhood open space: even though access is limited by private
ownership, views from the road and neighboring back yards are a
neighborhood resource. The character of the neighborhood is one
of traditiona!l village streetscape; houses with a strong relationship
to the street, a front door, often with a porch leading to a sidewalk
leading out to the street. The other pattern is one of the old estates:
a stone wall with a gate, a long driveway leading (o a house set well
back from the street and only partially visible
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Current zoning allows nineteen 20,000 s.{ lots with frontage on a 24' road ending
in two 80" diameter turn-arocunds. An easement at the rear of lots fronting on the
existing road provides for rear alley access, which will replace 7 individual curb
cuts on the public street and allew preservation of the stone wall and streei trees.
Within the site, however, construction of the road and dispersed houses leaves little

of the existing site unchanged. A stormwater detention basin handles run-off, but
hidden from the public way by private house lots has little benetit as a visual ame-
nity. While the development provides the most privately-owned space around each
home, views are limited to the neighbor's house -- little of the existing character of
the site remains
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Using the cluster provision of the zoning byl undey con-
ventional zoning are built on lots of 10,000-15,000 square feet, with 40%-50% of
the site remaining as protected open space. This open space is used as a central
feature of the development; providing views from private homes, areas for recre-
ation, together with a naturalized stream and pond system that serves fo contain
runoff from the site. Homes fronting on the existing street are localed to continue

the pattern of existing older hoines on adjoining properties, completing the village
pattern, rather than competing with it. Reduced-width foads provide rear access to
these lots, as well as lots facing onto the central open space network. The result is a
development where individual lots are smaller, but where values of those lots are
enhanced by a pleasing neighborhood design and shared open space amenities.
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Village Infill - Design Recommendations

Site Planning: Pnblic Amenities: Roads and Driveways: Keep paved road
Use existing neighborhood pattern Create central lawn for neighbor- width to practical minimum. Provide access
as the basis of the development. hood activities. Use informal paths to frontage lots with rear alley. Use ham-
New homes front on existing street rather than sidewalks to link open merhead turnarounds to minimize vehicle
with access from rear alley. Homes space to neighboring properlies. speed and sile impacts.

on the interior of the site are Streetscape:

grouped for efficiency and to e : Maintain setback line of
maximize useful open space. 4 , : = existing homes, Proteet

stone walls and roadside
trees. Widen and improve
sidewalk to improve
walkability of the
neighborhood.

Landscapc;

Locate homes and drive-
ways o preserve as many of
the existing trees, walls, and
ledge oulcrops as possible.
Create private yards for
each home by locating
buildings close to streets
and lot lines where appro-
priate

Architccture:

Use simple home styles and
detaits found on adjoining
properties; gabled roofs,
porches, dormers, etc,
Houses that touch at the lot
line save space and construc-
tion costs

o

nwater Management:

i Use surface drainage as much as possible

Open Space: rather than structures. Build off of existing
Layout conimon open space (o create a central park -- site drainage, using improvements to create a
providing views from homies and a focus of neighborhood focus for the public open space. Design
aclivitiy. Create a buffer for abutting back yards, protect- surface drainage swales and retention areas to
ing neighbor's privacy and preserving wildlife habitat. look like natural streams and ponds.
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Wooded Hills - Existing Conditions Before Development
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Wooded Hills - Understanding the Site and Its Context

Road South
toRt. 1

i 7

Pecicduous Forest

Ecology:

Wooded hillsides do not support the numbers of plants
and animals found in more productive habitats such as
wetlands, but (hey are important for many plants and
animals adapted to the mature forest ecosystem. Typi-
cally this means a larger area is needed to support an
individual or given population. Where sites become
fragmented by roads and other development, connec-
tions with adjoining forested parcels becore more im-
portant. On a site like this, potential open space con-
nections need to be mapped out ahead of time and the
development designed around then.

Econony:

Like farming, forestry follows a cycle of profitability
that often makes subdivision development seem like a
much better alternative. On the town-wide scale, loss
of many such parcels to development make continua-
tion forest-based industries impractical.. Another town-
wide issue is the decline of tourism and quality of life
for year-round residents as rural roadsides are devel-
oped for houselots..

Community:

The site is in an area of low-density residential de-
velopment. Many scattered homes and isolated cul-
de-sacs without a real focus or center.

Visual Character and Context:

The site is heavily wooded, but fairly long views un-
derneath the branches of the tall trees can be had from
the roadside. The larger context is an area of winding
roads through the hills, with quite a few homes, but
still enough undeveloped land to give the sense of a
quiet rural neighborhood.

Recreation:

The site is open beneath the trees, and some existing
trails get informal use from neighbors. There are no
important town-wide trails nearby, but important po-
tential links north to the area of the Great Swamp.
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Wooded Hills - After onal
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The zoning for the site specifies 40,000 s.£. lots with 150 foot frontage, resulting
in a subdivision of 34 lots, some with frontage on Shannock Road, the others off a
new subdivision road that carves across the billside. Clearing and rcgrading to
create the road, as well as that necessary to build a new house and septic system on
each lot, results in the destruction of most of the existing forest on the site. Views

from Shannock Road would be dominated by a series of driveways and mailboxes,
front yards, and a monotonous row of new dwellings. Most of the site’s value as
wildlife habitat is Tost, as well as the corridors that are now used by animals crossing
the site as they move from the hilltop to the wetlands to the north.

South Kingstown Residential Design Manual

55




The 34 lots allowed under the zoning for the site, each a minimum of 40,000 s.f,,
are built on lots of 20,000 s.f. using the cluster provision of the zoning bylaws. A
new subdivision road enters at the upper end of the site, wrapping around the
shoulder of the hill to connect two neighborhoods of new homes. The scenic road-
side, the top of the hill, and important wildlife corridors, are permanently pre-
served as open space. Setback and lot width requirements are waived to altow
buildings to be close to each other and to the street, which helps to create an

enclosed, friendly streetscape on one side of the houses, while yielding larger, inore

usable and private yards at the rear of each new home. A constructed pond/wet-
land system handles all the runoff from the site;’ a clearing nearby shows the loca-
tion of a cominon septic system. Both these elements, while serving a practical
function, are carefully designed and landscaped in order to fit into the natural sur-
roundings. This, together with the preserved woodlands on the site, creates a pub-
lie park for the residents of the development.
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Wooded Hills - Design Recommendations

Roads and Driveways:

Keep paved road width to a pracitical
minimum and use hammer-head turn
arounds to slow down cars and make the
street more inviting for pedestrians. Drive-
ways should be short, informal, shared
wherever possible, and located to keep cars
away from outdoor living spaces.

Site Planning:

Use the eluster provision of the bylaws to build the -
allowed nuimber of units on smaller lots, preserving
much of the sile in its natural state. Protect views from
Shannock Road , as well as a wildlife corridor leading
from the top of the ridge to the wetlands across the road
to the north. Arrange new homes in neighborhood
groups to give sonte variety to the development as well
as preserving an open space corridor (o the hilltop.

Open Space:

Use open space to
preserve public benefits,
like views and wildlife
habitat, as well as to
enhance setting for the
new homes, Each house
in the development
should have views and
physical access to the
open space syslem.

Landscape:

Preserve existing trees and
stone walls, and keep re-
grading to a minimum. Plant
native trees and shrubs to blend
with the existing forest and to
provide food for wildlife.
Design should be informal and
naturalistic.

Public Amenities:

z system giving access to the common
1 Open space areas.,

Streetscape;

The new road forms the spine of the
development, and should be designed as
a public space, with informal sidewalks
or paths within the right-of-way Lo
encourage walking, Private front yards
should be separated from the public
streetscape by fences and hedges.
Sidewalks should lead directly to a trail

Architecture:

Use traditional village-style archi-
tecture, with porches, pables, and
varied rooflines, to add variety and
livibility to the development.
Natural materials and dark colors
will harmonize better with the
wooded selting, and rcduce the
visibility of homes near the top of
the ridge. Keep garages to the side
or rear of hoines to make the
streetscape more people-friendly.

Stormwater Management:

Runoff from the road and houselots should be
collected in surface swales and conducled to a
constructed pond/wetland system for treatment.
On a sloping, wooded site potential erosion and
siltation problems need to be carefully managed
during construetion: temporary swales and
siltation basins can becomne part of the permanent
stormwater treatinent system if planned for.

Design necessary improvments, such as the
clearing for the shared septic system and the
stormwater treatment pond/wetland, to create a
public park that will be the focus of the open
space on the site. Keep portions of the new
road clear of development to add variety to the
driving experience as well as to facilitate trail
connections.
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Wooded Hills - After Creative Development with Compound Lots
o= oo W
Minimize Tree

Clearing For Road and [
House Construction ‘

18" Gravel Road Reduces Site
Impacts and Development
Costs

Hammerhead Turn-
around Slows Traffic,
Discourages Strangers

Cleared Meadow
becomes Visual
Focus

Preserve Scenic

Roadside ,. 2 FONi o

oy /ﬁ;\m Keep Homes to the Edge of

i Open Meadow: Each shares
the view but retains privacy.

Using the Residential Compound provision of the Subdivision Regulation, 8 lots,  is located to have views and privacy, but also to have a formal and dramatic approach

cach with a minimum area of 200,000 s.., are created on a new subdivision road.  from the road. Even with the large lots, the homes are grouped somewhat to avoid a
In return for this lower density, South Kingstown allows reduced development  monotonous repetition of eight duplicate fots, The resulting open spaces create an
standards: an 18" gravel road, in this case ending in a simple hammerhead turn-  interesting variety of views as one (ravels down the new street, which culminates in

around. Despite having fewer lots to sell, reduced construction costs canmake for ~ views across a meadow between two of the new homes.
a profitable development. The plan is modeled on an old estate theme: each house
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Coastal Farm - Existing Conditions Before Development
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Road toRt. 1

Existing Subdivision

Coastal Farm - Understanding the Site and Its Context

Existing Farmstead

Protected Farmland on

Neighboring Parcels
Moonstone Existing Road
Beach Road
Existing Houses
Pond
Ecology: Visual Character and Context:

Active use as farmland limits breeding habitat to trees
and hedgerows within the upper part of the site, though
these are rich in animal life if left alone. Wetlands and
pond edges along the south side of the site are of course
important habitat for many salt pond species.

Community:

The site is in an area historically divided up into large
family farms, but which also has a number of small
subdivisions and beachfront coltage settlements, While
there is no real sense of neighborhood, within these
separale clusters there is generally a long tenure of

ownership and a strong sense of ownership that ex-

tends beyond the boundaries of individual lots.

Economy:

While the income from farming would not seem to jus-
tify preservation of the use, even small farns like this
one can in the aggregate have a large economic impact.
Perhaps more important is the benefit open views and
scenic roadsides have to the continued success of tour-
ism, clearly one of the most important local industries,

View of the site are often blocked by shrubs and walls
along the roadside. In some ways this makes the few
openings even more dramatic. Tall trees along the ad-
joining roads create shady corridors, from which the
passer-hy looks out over the bright sun-haked fields.

Recreation:

There is no public access to the site, and informal use is
discouraged by farm activities, stone walls, fences, etc.
The two adjoining reads, however, are major beach-go-
ing routes enjoyed by thousands during the summer
months,
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Coastal Farm - After Conventional Development

Development as a conventional subdivision offers few options but to spread the
houses equally throughout the site. Each homeowner has the same amount of land,
regardless of interest or ability to maintain it, and continued farming is no longer
possible. Views from the roadside are of monotonous house lots. Despite the unique
setting just a few minutes from the beach, the character of individual lots is indis-
tinguishable from any other subdivision.
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Coastal Farm After Creative Development

Using the cluster provision of the bylaw, homes are constructed along a new road
through part of the site adjoining an existing cluster of houses. The remainder of
the sile is preserved with a permnanent conservation easement, including a provi-
sion to maintain actlive agricultural use. Lot sizes vary, with (hose closer to the
road approaching the minimum of 20,000 s.f., while those around the edges can be
larger. The farimland, for example could be part of a single large building lot, with
appropriate deed restrictions on use and location of the principal dwelling. While
the new homes are on smaller parcels than they have to be, values are maintained

by views from each unit over the preserved open space. Additional benefits of
using clustering in this case include preservation of the land adjacent to the salt
pomd as a common recreation area, with paths to the pond and the beach. Reduced
road costs allow greater attenlion to slreet lree planting, privacy screening, fene-
ing, etc. -- yielding better landscaping and more privaey than the conventional
subdivision plan. The result is a pattern of development that continues the visual
interest and variety, and the broad range of ownership options typically found in
historic seaside hamlets.
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Coastal Farm - Design Recommendations

Roads and Driveways: Keeping paved
street width to a pracitical minimum and vsc
of hammer-head turn around will help slow
down cars and make the strect more inviting
for pedestrians. Driveways should be short,
informal, shared whercver possible, and
located to keep cars away from outdoor
living spaces.

Site Planning:

Using the cluster provision of the bylaws, build hones
in a village on one corner of the site while keeping the
rest as productive farmland. While views from the
beach road are thereby preserved, the pattern on the
cross road is changed by the addition of the new vilage,
bt retains something of the traditional pattern of dense
village center surrounded by open space.

Open Space: N %Mw
Maintain the bulk of preserved 5

. . A
open space on the site as active

Stormwater Management:

farmland; create small neighbor- = '.J: '_ ; )
hood open spaces within the ’ o _" =t Mﬁ\ Ly
development to provide a visual P o m e oy ' _
and social focus for the residents, T =2 ‘—t:;‘-_ ot RS

Streetscape:

The central road corridor and side-
walks should be lined with trees to
encourage walking to the beach and
ponds. Sidewalks and paths should be
durable but informal, paved with
gravel or shells,

Public Amenifies:

A sidewalk follows the road
that forms the central north/
south spine of the neighbor-
hood , and leads to a common

‘ '\"’*\_333» access path 1o the salt pond.
2 _Other patlrs fead to Moonstone

Beach, and link to adjoining

=4 parcels to create an east/west
’ \\‘ walking trail network.

Since the site is flat and the soil well-drained, Landscape:

runoff should be retaincd on site and re-infiltrated Preserve existing trees and Architecture:

through the use of gravel trenches, vegetated stone walls, and keep re- The rambling, added-on-to homesteads and vacation
swales and ponds. Design of surface swales and grading to a minimum. Trees compounds that have historically dotted the coastal plain
detention ponds should be informat and natural- and shrubs adapted to the should serve as a model for new homes. In an area that is
ized, with broad, shallow edges for safety, rather coastal plain should be used exposed to storms, wind and salt spray, it makes sense to
than ¢hain-link fences. If ponds are designed over more tender introductions. keep houses close together and low to the ground.

within the farm area, it would be better to fence Design should be simple, with Materials should favor durable cedar siding or shingles,
in the adjoining edge of the village rather than the an emphasis on screening to and simple color schemes. At least one parl of each house
pond itself -- this would help to keep children and create private yard areas for should have a strong visual relationship with the adjoin-
pels off the farm fields. cach home. ing street or other public space.
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Chapter 6 - Issues in Residential Design and Development

This chapter is intended to explore in more detail
specific issues in residential development. Each
page is a sland-alone discussion of a specific is-
sue, from general site planning concerns to details
of archilecture and landscaping. Its purpose is to
demonstrate good practices in planning and design
that are valid in all of South Kingstown’s diverse
landscapes.

While the design scenarios that make up Chapter
5, are meant to be seen as comprehensive solu-
tions to designing a site within its context, the is-
sues discussed in this chapter are presented inde-
pendent of particular sites or contexts in arder that
the reader can see them morc clearly. The reader
can therefore go directly to an issue of immediate
concern or curiosity — keeping in mind that in re-
ality, these issues are inextricably linked and in-
terdependent - or should be, The danger of sepa-
rating the issues is that they can become nothing
more than a checklist of rules to be followed. The
resull is a design which ncets all the separate cri-
teria, but lacks cither a unifying visual theme or
functional elegance. As too often happens with
the interpretation of zoning ordinances and subdi-
vision regulations, this leads to subdivision design
that neither looks good nor works well.

Uscrs of this manual are therefore urged to learn
from the discussion of individual issues, but to re-
member that the best designs are built around cre-
ative solutions that solve many probleins at once.
This is the lesson of South Kingstown's rural farm-
steads, historic villages and town centers: while
these communities evolved over hundreds of years
il is possible to design new neighborhoeds that look
as good and work as well.

The issues are arranged in general categories, as
listed in the table of contents:

Site Planning: Conceris the overall pattern of develop-
ment on a sile; what uses are included and how they are
arranged. Perhaps the most critical decisions in site de-
velopiment are made around these issues, for no amount
of attractive detailing or lush landscaping can make up
for a bad masterplan. In South Kingstown’s rural land-
scapes these issues are doubly important: for only through
careful planning can scenic vistas and traditional activi-
tics be continued.

Roads, Driveways and Parking Areas: Cars are an
important part of pcople’s lives, for good reason, but
vehicular access and parking requireinents too aften be-
come the tail wagging the dog of community design.
There are many ways to mcet the needs of the automo-
bile while still creating more livable, pedestrian-friendly
neighborhoods.

Streetscapes and Landscaping: The idea of the
streetscape is based on the notion that the “public” street,
that is everything that is enclosed by the structures lin-
ing both sides of a road, should be designed as a cohe-
sive unit. This applies to functional issues, like side-
walks, location of benches, and drainage; as well as vi-
sual issues involved in creating a unified design. The
goal of streetscape desigh is to create out of the many
paris a cohesive whole that is a public space distinct from
the private yards and homes that swround it. This is a
key part in creating memorable, livable communities.

Architecture; While the design of houses is rarely dis-
cussed in local regulations and ordinances, collectively
the appearancc of homes in a new subdivision has an
enormous effect on the visual quality of the develop-
ment. While styles come and go, certain fundamentals
of good design remain constant -- including the general
scale and massing of buildings, the shape of the roofline,
the size and location of doors and windows, and materi-
als uscd to cover walls and roofs. As in other aspects of
residential design, looking at local architectural tradi-

tions is instructive. Traditional house design evolved in
response to climate, availability of materials, and local
culiural traditions -- all of which remain important, es-
pecially as consumers demand homes that cost less to
heat and cool, are efficient to maintain, flexible and ex-
pandable.

Stormwater Management; Like most elements of resi-
dential planning, dealing with stormwater was for many
years seen as just a functional problem, calling for a
plumber rather than a designer. But the experience of
many communities is that drainage design, particularly
design of drainage structures, swales, detention basins,
and the like, has an enormous effect on the appearance
of a subdivision. With a little care, the improvements
necessary to deal with stormwater runoff can be “lever-
aged” 1o produce a host of other benefits: creating scenic
vistas, wildlife habitat, and recreational amenities, while
doing a better job at controlling pollution that traditional
solutions to the problem.

Neighborhood Amenities: Creating more livable neigh-
borhoods means making the community tbe rcal focus
of the design, the axis around which all the individual
homes revolve. This can be accomplished in many ways,
but as with the other issues, it means thinking about both
functional and aesthetic issues and coming up with solu-
tions that work with both sides of the coin.
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Landuse and Development Pattern

General Guideline;

Both what is built - the proposed land use- and
how it is built - the developient pattern - should
be based on the existing visual character of the site
and its physieal capabilities. Mixed uses are en-
couraged in both rural and village settings. In all
districts, design should start with models that al-
ready exist in the area: the rural farmstead or es-
tate; the crossroads hamlet, the village or mill town
main street -- each offers a wealth of ideas for de-
velopment patterns that are more efficient to build
and maintain, encourage walking, and fosler a sense
of community and neighborliness.

Discussion:

Zoning, developed over 100 years ago to control
development in cities and to separate heavy indus-
try from residential districts, succeeded too well.
Today, most uses are needlessly forced into sepa-
rate districts, while development within districts
is further dispersed by large lots and excessive set-
back requirements. This approach tends to erase
existing site features, desiroys the character of both
rural areas and historic villages, and forces a de-
pendence on the automnobile. Far better is an ap-
proach that bases uses, density and design on a
careful analysis of the existing natural and cultural
patterns in and around a given site.

Not recommended: Single-use disiricts with
restrictions on lot size and shape that foster
monotonous "suburban” development patterns.

fn rural districts land uses and development patterns have historically been tied to the tse of the land, This is clear in the case of a rural

Sfarmstead (above, left) whtere each building in the cluster has a functional relationslip witl the survounding lundscape. Even rural estates,
however (above, right) traditionally had a strong functional relationship with their context. In each case the building and the landscape are
part of a wnifted composition in which neither is dominant -- by contrast the typical suburban honse tends to ignore its surroundings.

in more isolated hamlets where small mills, farms, and perfiaps a
general store clustered at a crossroad.

and development patterns should build on what is already there;
making pedestrian connections, linking sireets into a network, and
matehing lot size and sethack patierns.

Mixed uses have fong been purt of the rural landscape, especially

In areas within or adiacent (o existing vitlage or lown cenlers, ises
i

With every piece of land in productive use,
houses close together, even in rural areas. Today's builders can
use the same techniques to save open space, lower construction
cosis, and enhance commimmnity spirit,

In areas already fragmented by disjointed residential or conmner-
cial growfl, new development can serve fo organize circulation
und focus growth aronnd new centers for each neighborhiood
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Building Placement and Alignment

Gutideline:

Structures in new colnmunities should be placed
with a consistent sethack from the streel and
aligned to be either parallel or perpendicular to it.
Isolaled structures shouid be aligned with elements
of the Iandscape to create a unified composition.
Location and alignment of buildings shoukl be in-
cluded in the design process as streets and lot lines
are planned. Buildings should be placed so that
the largest possible yard areas remain for the use
of residents.

Discussion:

A consistent approach to placement of buildings,
and a formal relationship with the street helps to
tie a new development together visually and fune-
tionally. Buildings aligned to form a continuous
"wall" serve to enclose the public street space,
enhancing the sense of place and community. Even
isolated structures can have a formal relationship
to the streel or other elements of the landscape that
helps to tie the building to the land. In both cases
new structures serve to create a composition that
is greater than the sum of its parts,

Not recommended: buildings placed with no
relationship io the sireel or each other, resulling
in visual chaos without a community focus.

in rural areus, structures should be placed and aligned to refate to landscape elements.  Individual structures (above, left) should be aligned
witlt important views or key site features like existing roads, stone walls, hedgerows, or forest edges. Groups of buildings (above, right) can
relute 1o shared open space, natural elements or topograplic features.
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Infill along existing sireets should match the location and alignment
of surrounding structures.
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Build-lo Line

Sidewalk

Street

New streets should be designed so that homes share a consistent
setback or "build-to line.” The desired setback should reflect the size
and scale of the street and proposed homes, size and widtl of lots,
and character of the surrounding neighborhood.

In town and village settings, buildings should be placed 10 help
enclose and define public space along streets, sqtares, or parks.
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Lot size, Setbacks and Frontage

Guideline:

Use a mix of lot sizes to cncourage variety and
take advantage of unique site features. Use sinaller
lots near neighborhood centers Lo encourage a fo-
cus of activity and community life.

Discussion;

Dimensional requirements are more useful in pre-
venting mistakes than in creating interesting, liv-
able communities, While some minimums need
o be observed, better results will be obtained by
designing the best possible location and arrange-
ment of struetures first; and only afterward cstab-
lishing lot lines. For example, setback and front-
age requirements usually separate homes too much,

Traditional towns and villages like Kingston and Wakefield typically have a variety of lof sizes and frontage widths, togethier with consistent

AT

diluting the sense of cominunity and crealing use-  front setbacks, The result, as in this view of Kingston, was a great deal of visual and social variety within @ unified composition
less front and side yards. It is mueh better to treat T ——l
the street as a single design problem, where set- e — e —— '—*'*l | r - h i
backs, frontage width, and other dimensions re- ’—' ] '| ‘
flect the scale of the strect, the size of the homes, ! I 7 ! N
and the desired character of the neighborhood. ’ = | 2 N
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Not recommended: the typical setback places house too far back on
the Iot, reducing the usefulness of both front and back yards.

Excessive side setbacks create more wasted space on either side. - - w—"-m e e

- - - - [E—

P

Small side setbacks altow placement of structires on or near the lot
line, making a larger, niore usable area af the lot available to the
residents. So-called zero-lotline houses are common in high-density
: NP development, but its also a useful approach at more typical suburban
Minimal front setbacks bring houses up fo the sidewalk, helping to densities. As an extension of this idea, houses on adjacent lots can

Not Recommended: Monotonous paner;r of

(.:Oakle-c.! itter house lots, with structures placed define the public space along the street and making a larger private share common building walls to achieve savings in construction and
in the middle of each lot. yard possible behind the Tromes. leave even more usable yard space.
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Street Layout

Guideline:

Connect proposed streets into simple nelworks that
allow multiple routes to a given destination. Lo-
cate new slreets to connect existing streets and (o
fill in partial grid palterns within neighborhoods.
Design road alignments to follow topography and
curve only where it makes sense in the landscape.
Use the location of principal streets to link key
public spaces and buildings within a neighborhood
into a togical whole.

Discussion:

The collector road system common since the 50's
-- beginning with the cul-de-sac and feeding into
an ever larger series of collector streets - works
well unlil the total amount of traffic exceeds the
capacity of any single point in the larger arterial
roads. Recent trends have favored a return to grid
road systems that have many possible travel routes
and hence no single choke point. Tratfic is more
dispersed, and as a result streets can be narrower,

Not recommended: wiggly cul-de-sae roads that
have no refationship to the landscape and feed
imlo a single collecior:

3

- - Ly L

In rural areas new streets should be subordinate to otler elememts of the landscape. In farmland (above, left) this can be accomplisited by

Sollowing existing hedgerows and forest edges. In wooded areas (above, right) streets should follow the contours of the land and aveid key

Seatnres of the site.

in existing town and vitlage settings, new sireets can help ta
rationalize a streel system, making circulation work better for
existing residents as well as new ones. Aun interconnected sireet
nerwork enfrances access for eniergency services and hieips 1o blend
new hontes into an existing neighboriood. Carefud planning can
avoid creation of short cuts that increase traffic througl residential
areds.

Stnce most people travel by car, streets serve 1o organize our
understanding of a neighborfiood. New sireets should be located to
fink key views, public spaces like parks, and communiiy buildings.
Intersections are valuable locations for public spaces and structiures.

B

In extensive new subdivisions, the old collectar road system required
a wide road at the enirance. A grid luyout allows for narrower
rouds, slower speeds, and a more residential feel like that of this
older neighborhood in Wakefield.
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Preservation of Important Site Features

General Guidelines:

Lay out roads, lot lines, house locations, and pub-
lic open space using existing fealures of the site as
the foundation of the development plan. Roads
and driveways should follow existing paths or the
lines of walls and hedgerows.

Sensitive site features like old trees, wetlands and
water bodies should be made the focus of public
open space -- not merely preserved and forgotten.

Discussion:

Important site features like large Lrees, walls,
streams and water bodies should be preserved, not
only for public benefit, hut for the long-term value
they give to a residential development. While ex-
tra effort and expense may be required to rebuild
an old wall or preserve an ancient tree, these ameni-
ties often pay for themselves with higher lot val-
ves. Careful analysis of the site and a flexible ap-
proach to development allernatives can often re-
veal ways to build the allowed number of units on
aproperty while still preserving its special features.
Preserved site features can also serve as important
design elements in the plan: for instance, homes
on the edge of a preserved meadow share a com-
mon element that ties the design of the develop-
ment together.

Not recommended; Clearcutling and regrading
10 build roads and create flat building sites.

In agricultural areas, open farm fields are critical to the visual
characler af the area, as well as io the continuation of farming itself.

In village settings, street trees ond stone walls provide “instant
landscaping.” Hisloric barns and owthuildings on infil sites add
character to new development projecis.

Roads that are designed 1o fit extsting topography are less
expensive to build, and by preserving the visual character of the
site produce higher values

In wooded areas, old growtl forest, large trees, wildlife habitat
and stream corridors are valwable design elenients.

While wetlands are protected under state and federal law,
adjoining oreas are often developed. By seiting oside buffers next
fo protected wetlands, developers can profect a public resource
wiile odding value to the development. Wetlands ond associuted
stream corridors are also key elements in the town-wide greenway
system -- saving open space buffers along them allows adjoining
paicels to be connected by town-wide trail networks.
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Site Planning for Sewer and Water Service

Guideline:

Location of individual wells and seplic systems
should be established during the subdivision ap-
proval process. Shared systems should be used
wherever possible. Both individual and shared
systems should be designed from a visual stand-
point as well as a functional one. Forest clearing
and grading of drainfields should be designed to
blend into new landscaping around homes as well
as the existing landscape. Systems should be lo-
cated to extend adjoining open space areas.

Discussion:

The setbacks required to prevent pollution prob-
lems with individual wells and seplic systems can
lead (o a sprawling, suburban development pattera.
Shared systems for both water and sewer can save
on aggregate construction and maintenance costs,
as well as allowing better design and protection of
site features. Too often seen as merely a functional
necessily, seplic fields offer the opportunity to cre-
ate a useful area for activities as well as an en-
hancement to the landscape, if some thought is
given to the problem before conslruction begins.

Not Recommended: Uncoordinaled construc-
tion of individual septic systems carved ouf of the
woods or moinded above the existing landform.

Crry, - S

Individual or shared systems shouid be located to extend adjoining open spuce: they can be used to create @ buffer area next to farmiand or a
scenic vista (above, left), or to link individual yards into a single active recreation area (above, right).

On wooded sites, septic drain fields can be located to open up
scenic vistas. Avoid creation of a sheared-off wall of trees
surrounding a clearing by selective thinning and priting of trees to
create a more namral edge.

LY
L

Shared wells require larger buffer zones, but if carefully located can
help preserve important site features like tree groves and meadows.

T 5

Alternative sewage Ireatment technologies, such as this solar-uquatic
treatment plant in Aslfield, Mass., can actieally become a valuuble
visitedl efenient in new commnmities.
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Design of Public Space
Guideline:

Use shared public spaces as the backbone of the
development plan. Link these spaces into a sys-
tem that provides a clear structure to the commu-
nity and foslers participation in shared activities.
Provide sidewalks, benches, lighting, and landscap-
ing that encourages pedestrian use of public streets.
Locate public buildings and neighborhood com-
mercial centers to reinforce the public character of
adjoining spaces.

Discussion:

The "civic realn" is enjoying renewed attention in
town planning circles, as planners realize that com-
munitics without a focus don't work as well or look
as good as those with a clear public heart. Whether
this is a traditional Main Street, a park or square,
or just a protected natural area, public space cre-
ates a visual center for the life of the neighbor-
hood. One benefit of plans that are organized
around public space is that what happens on indi-
vidual building lot is less important; the develop-
ment looks "finished" sooner, and a greater vari-
ety of uses and architectural treatments can be ac-
commodated without spoiling the unmified effect of
the whole,

Not Recommended: Public Space that is limited
to the street, with no consideration for the civic
life of the community and the surrounding
neighborhood.
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Even in rural areas, new conmunities can have o central focus. In this case there are several: first, the preserved farmiand creates a vistal
Jocus for the entire community visible from some the louse sites and the enirance road; second, small interior green spaces provide for active
play; everything is linked together by sidewualks und trails.
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In village infitl or towint-edge sites, design of public space should first of all reinforce the patiern of the surrounding neighborhood - as shown
ubove in the location of new houses along the sireet; within the new development the focus is on creating a ceniral visual focus and shaved
areas for recreation. Drainage areas and detention ponds are designed to enlance the size and visual variely of the interior open spaces.
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Roadway Design

Guideline:

New streets should be as narrow as possible -- made
easier if more than one access is available, Align-
ment should follow topography: curves should be
avoided unless they are a logical response to land-
form and site features. Roads should be designed
to follow existing site features like walls and
hedgerows, and to take advantage of views across
open space areas. Surfacing, curbing, and drain-
age design should be appropriate to the context.

Discussion:

Roadway design should respond to the site and ils
context first, and afterwards to preconceived no-
tions of what is needed. Narrow streets limit traf-
fic speed and encourage walking; parking can be
accommodaled off the street or in arcas specifi-
cally widened for that purpose. Gravel or "struc-
tural grass” shoulders can provide for emergency
use, snow storage, etc. Curbs and dramage struc-
tures should be designed to fit the context; in rural
areas a juore natural edge, with grassed swales in-
stead of curbs and structured drainage is often most
desirable.

Not Recommended: sireets that are desighed for the
worst case scenario, driving up cosls for cousiruc-
lion and encouraging speeding -- all for dubious g,

access and safely benefils.

In rural areas, paved width skonld be minimized; there is rarely a
need for on-sireet parking or paved shonlders. Loop roads or
gravel emergency access lanes provide access alternarives showld a
principal entrance be blocked. Shown above, Case Farm,

lustead of curving for no reason, viswal variety is better achieved by
breaking roads into shorter segments interrupted by public parks and
squares.

In villuge or 1own conditions, pavement width depends niost on need
Jor parking. Comtinons wide shoulders shonld be disconraged.
Parking strips should be imterrupted by plamed islands or "bump-
otts” to break up the apparent extent of the pavement,

A lhigher density of development aid greater level of public aciiviry
Justify investment in curbs, drainage structires and sidewalks. In the
Brown's Farm subdivision, sidewalks provide a necessary connection
te the center of Kingston; use of brick and granite heips 1o te the
design into the Viciorian style of the liouses.

should curve to meet topographic conditions and site
features, not just for the sake of curving.
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Design of Turn-Arounds

Guideline:

Avoid the standard cul-de-sac turn-around in favor
of approaches which create a sense of arrival and
an altractive visual focus. Options include ham-
merheads, loops, and knuckles or eyehrows. The
approach selecled should be that which best fits the
character of the sile and the proposed development.

Discussion:

The standard cul-de-sac requires an enormous area
of paving, usuaily for relatively few cars. Alterna-
tives recognize that while emergency vehicles need
to be able to turn around, for the nost part resi-
dents turn in their driveways. Various loop arrange-
ments that bring the road closer to the homes re-
duce the length of individual driveways while cre-
ating a shared open space that can be used as a cont-
munity park. Hammerheads are the best at stowing
traffic, and have the added benefit of introducing
an interesting variety to the arrangement of sur-
rounding houses and lots.

Not recommended: i1he 1ypical paved cul-de-sac
circle is a wasle of space and pavement, and is visu-
ally oul of scale with the buildings that surround il,

In rural areas, short loops {above, lejft) provide access 1o individual lofs at the same tine as they allow turning. Hanunerhead furn arounds
{above, rigin)} allaw tarning while reducing the amount of paving requiired and reducing vehicle speeds. If carefully designed they can seent
more like a shared courtyard ar amtdaor reom than a roadway, encotraging pedesirian use.

Modifications to the standard cul-de-sac should at a minimunm
include an enlarged and landscaped central island, or as shown in
the Roberts Court subdivision, botl a planted island {above) and
chianges to the outside edge of the turn-aronnd {below).

=238

A long loop around a central "green” or other open space can rednce
needed road widih and avoid a standard cul-de-sac turn-around.
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Driveways

Guideline:

Locate driveways along natural cdges defined by
stone walls, hedgerows, and forest edges. Limnit
width to serviceable minimum, use gravel or
grassed shoulders and turn-outs for passing, Com-
mon driveways are encouraged for multiple resi-
dences; either as a loop crossing in front of a group
of homes or as an alley behind them. Common
drives are also useful in village settings to bring
access to rear garages between two or three homes.

Discussion:

Driveways are a necessary and valuable part of
every house lot, but considering the small amount
of use they get they are usuaily too preminent, and
tend to split the yard into useless pieces. Crealive
design of individual drives can enhance the drama
of arrival by following the boundary of the lot to
arrive indirectly at the house. The next step is to
allow adjoining lots to share acommon drive along
the boundary line, or for multiple lots to be ser-
viced by a commen lane or loop. Width and mate-
rials should be appropriate to the use -- generally
careful grading and base preparation is more im-
portant to the usefulness of a driveway than
whether it is paved with asphalt.

Not recommended: Driveways locaied in lhe
ceiler of the ol frontage going siraight to the
garage door.

In both riral and village situations, indirect driveway locations
enlance the appearance and usefulness of the property, Ina
wooded lundscape, bringing the driveway in at the edge helps 10
mainiain a solid screen of vegetation between house and street.

A common driveway between hwo or three iouses allows access to a
shared parking and turn-around area, leaving movre open yard space
Jor eacl house. This creates more useful private space on ihe
opposite side of eaclt liotse

It an open agricultiral landscape, driveways that foliow sione walls
and ledgerows are less intrusive and atlow continved agricultural

AT:N

It some cases, @ driveway can become a grand enfrance, which
works best when carefil design makes it purt of ile surrounding
lundscape,
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Alleys

Guideline:

Use alleys to provide access to the rear of house
lots, clustering service and garage areas away from
the street side of the lot, and eliminating the need
for multiple driveways.

Discussion:

Alleys were once a common approach to provid-
ing service access to the rear of lots in city blocks;
allowing a more attractive, pedestrian-oriented
streetscape. Alleys also allow houses to be closer
together on narrower lots, since garapes can be di-
rectly behind houses rather than along- side. This
also facilitates attached town-house style develop-
ment without the sea of parking lots that can make
that style of development unwelcome,

Because they are, by definition, only used by resi-
dents, alleys often are wonderful community
spaces. Sidewalks along the sireet side become
safer and more altractive, and there is more room
for gardens and street tree plantings. Elimination
of curbcuts also makes more room available for
on-street visitor parking in front of each house.

Not recommended: Alleys that are too wide can
become little more than parking lots, which
defeats their purpose -- efficient access and
service with a minimum of pavement.

T -'
- $78 (.

Alfeys can be implemented either by means af an easement across the rear of privately-owned house lots (above, left), or within d separcie
public right-of-way that provides frontage for sone of the lots (right). In either case they need be little wider than a driveway, widening as
necessary fo provide access to garages, parking and service areos,

Alleys save space by eliminating the need for separate driveways (above, left) Fences and garages preserve privacy for back yards, Mean-

while the fromt yard becomes a continons green park withowt driveways or curb cuts: safer for kids and more attractive (above, right).
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Parking

Guideline:

Parking should be located in the side or rear of
units. Small lots or parking courts provide the best
balance between efficient use of space and visual
intrusion in both single and multi-family develop-
ment. On-street parking can help reduce the need
for separate parking lots and helps (o meet occa-
sional overflows. In mixed-use areas, parking [ots
can be shared: used by office and retail workers
and shoppers during the day and residents at night..

Discussion:

Most families have one or two cars regardless of
whether they live in large suburban houses or
downtown apartments. Since cars take up the same
space, parking in areas with higher densities in-
cvitahly has a greater relative impact on visual
quality and the environment.. Grouping parking
areas together in single-family developments
makes more efficient use of space, At the same
titne, large lots within multi-family developinent
should be avoided in favor of a ix of smaller,
dispersed lots and on-street parking. Semi-private
alleys and parking courls provide a pleasant way
to integrate parking and service areas with the life
of the neighborhood, and foster shared uses for
recreation.

Not recommended: parking between the house and
ihe street introduces a "dead” storage function inio
what should be an active family and community
space.

For individual honses, parking at the side or rear reduces negative
visugl impacts.

Shared parking and service access 1o lwo or three honies creates a
large, usefid areat for a variely of uses, while leaving more room for
lavwn and garden space arownd each fiouse.

On-street parking provides flexible parking for residents and guesis,
and cemn be less expensive to build and maintain than separate lots.

Landscaping, sidewalks, and protection fron the elements can make
the parking and eniry experience more tiser friendly.
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For higher density residential and mixed-use development, screened
reur lots should be connected with rear access lanes 1o facilitate ease
of movenient. Permeable surfaces sucl as gravel or turf block
systems should be used, especially for lots not likely to see heavy use.
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Site Utilities and Lighting

Guideline:

All utilities should be buried whenever possible.
Transformer pads and telephone swilching boxes
should be carefully placed to avoid intrusion on
public spaces (and the inevitable fringe of yews).
Streetlights should be carefully designed to blend
with the character of the street. For a residential
area this usually means fairly low light poles, cut
off luminaires, color-corrected lamps, and reduced
waltage. A larger number of modest streetlights
should be encouraged over a few over-bright lights.

Discussion:

Utilities work best when we don't notice them.
Streetlights have a great effect on the character and
livability of residential neighborhoods. High,
bright street lights, while providing the most light
for the money, arc a false economy, blinding resi-
dents with their glare and polluting the night sky
with misdirected light, Human-scaled
streetlighting and indirect illumination of struc-

tures and landscape elements can enhance both 2

security and bcauty. Streetlights should be combined with indirect lighting of buildings
and landscape efements to provide cantinnous nighttime visibility,
Light frmn many lower-energy sources is preferable to a single
glaring element. Design of poles and Inminaires can contribute fo
the visnal character of the streelscape,
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Transformers are often placed in the worse possible locarion as an
afterthought. Planning at an early stage can reduce the need to
screen an eyesore after the fuct.

Not recommended: tall streetlights designed to
illuminate an interstate highway are not appropri-
ate in an residential area. appearance without being historic reproductions.

Design of streetlights shauld follow the theme af the development:
many choices are available which provide an appropriate scale and

Wiere needed, utility poles and wires should be located to avoid
imterference with trees and key vistas. Zig-zagging wires across u
road can aveid the need to sheer off the top or side of trees.
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Streetscape

Guideline:

Every new street should be designed as a
streelscape: an integrated system of buildings, pe-
destrian and vehicular circulation, landscape ele-
ments, and drainage structures. The focus should
be on pedestrian comnfort, livability for residents,
and encouragement of community life. The design
of the public realm should come first, private house
lots are subordinale to a larger system organized
around the public space along Lhe street.

Discussion;

The idea of the streetscape is commonly employed
in the design of commercial streets, but it is no
less valuable in residential areas. It recognizes that
the street is the most important element in most
developments, serving to organize, for good or bad,
most of the aclivity that happens in the public side
of the houses. While most suburban development
has only two kinds of space --the public street and
the private house lot -- the streetscape concept deals
with the transition area between them. Traditional
streets have a rich layering of space within this
transitional zone that makes them both more at-
ractive and more useful to residents.

Not recommended: streets that lack a clear
definition of publie and private space are not
comfortable for pedestrians.

Fences and hedges restrict physical
access, but let people look in,

Trees provide physical

and psychological ‘f\’{‘
protection P

3 “L::‘_.P}
Public sircet
for vehicles

With Lhe house close to the
strect, more space is available
for a large private back yard.

The front porch provides a
iransilion to the private
space within the house

Public Sidewalk
for Pedestrians

Semi-private
fromt yard.

Traditional village streets like Main Street in Kingston illustrate the layering of public and private space that aliows many different uses and
residents to comfortably share a small area.

A new development on Nantucket uses hedges and gates to separate
public and private space, making a comfortable area for pedestrians.

1

Even low-density rural developient benefits from a clear demarca-
tion of public and private space. A wall or fence, or just a line of
trees can do e frick.

Rich details add visual interesi to the design of the street and invite
exploration by pedestrians.
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Pedestrian Circulation: Sidewalks and Path Systems

Guideline:

Provide sidewalks on at least one side of the street.
Sidewalks should be 4-5 feet wide; in mixed use
commercial streets at least 8-16 feet wide. Use
materials appropriate to the eharacter of the neigh-
borhood. Follow accessibility standards of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Provide continuous eonnections with surrounding
properties, trail links, and crosswalks.

Discussion:

Sidewalks are often treated as an afterthought, or
as something provided just to meet town require-
ments -- yet they are a key element in designing
livable neighborhoods. In rural settings, it is of-
ten more appropriate to provide internal paths that
go between houses Lo connect to town trails, rather
than building sidewalks on the street that no one
will use. Width, location and materials can vary
widely; the most important need is for a continu-
ous surface connecting the places that people want
10 go.

Designers often test this by imagining a typical
user -- perhaps a parent pushing a stroller, or a
grandmother with a toddler -- leaving their home,
traversing proposed walks or paths to arrive at the
corner store or neighborhood park. Can kids walk
or bike to school without walking in the street or
having to cross in a bad spot?

Not recommended: Sidewalks ihal meet require-
ments but don't meer any real need

L ' ¥

In ruiral sites, paths that leave the right ofway — In town or village settings, sidewalks play an
to follow easentents across private house lots — important role in community life, and should
or through preserved apen space may bemore  be designed as part of a unified scheme for

usefil than sidewalks along the streel. Sfront yards, fences, tree planting, cirbing, elc.

A change in materials, iike this ald brick walk on Nantucket, provides a visuel separation

berween vehicles and pedestrians.  Cobblestone streefs add visual riclness and slow down curs,

Materials should vary 1o meet the needs of
the site and the residents. Awell graded, eom-
pacted base is the most imporfant element: a
variety of surfacing materials witl meet handi-
capped standards,

Handicapped accessibility requirements
requirve @ smaoth, firm surface and linit

paths without railings to a maximuni of

SF(1' rise in 20' distance). Steeper paths
reqitire railings and landings.
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Street Furnishings, Fences and Hedges

Guideline:

Make plans for fences, walls, and hedges during
the subdivision approval process and use these el-
cments Lo create a finished edge to the street. Fences
that pedestrians can look through or over are de-
sirable at the front property line. Taller screcns
should be kept behind the front wall of the houses.
Traditional materials like wood, slone, and
wrought iron are preferable to chain link. Plastic
or vinyl should be avoided.

Discussion:

Residential development usually leaves the provi-
sion of feneces, hedges, henches, and other street
furnishings to homeowners. Studies have shown,
however, thal these elements add significantly to
the value of house lots. A comprehensive strect
furnishing plan, coordinated with plans for curbs,
sidewalks, and sireet lighting, can give a new de-
velopment a much more finished look.

Fences and hedges are important in separating the
public street from private house lots, making front
yards more usable and adding to the livability of
the development. Their location and function is
often more important that the materials chosen, but
a consistent approach will help to create a unified
appearance for the community.

Not recounnended: streets without the defini-
tion or character that well-designed sireet
furnishings provide.

Fenc ngers out and pe and children in. They make
sidewalls more comfortable for pedestrians by clearly delineating
the edge of the public domain.

I d rural setiing fences continue to be important for animal control,
but can also help to set the tone of a new developuent, like this
Jence at The Village at Indian Lake,

Desigi and marerials vary -- fiture maintenance requirements may

Justify a higher initial invesiment in durable materials. |

Hedges have the advantage of being inexpensive to install, but they
require aanial naintenance after reaching maturity. Plan to allow
enoirgh rooni for the mature size of the material.

Benches encourage walking, especially for older residents, and
provide another setting for the life of the community to unfold. Low
seating walls can serve the same function.

H

Stone walls are more expensive to build, but last forever and are best
at cutting streef naise. Local materials and traditions make a good fit.
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Grading and Drainage

Guideline:

Roads and driveways should be constructed (o
angle across contours, in locations requiring the
least amount of grading. Construction platforms,
mounds for seplic fields, and swales for drainage
should be smoothly blended with existing contours.
Swales and detention areas should be scaled to fit
into a residential context. Existing vegetation
should be preserved wherever possible. Design
should fit the context; in rural areas it is often pref-
erable to omit curbs and collect water in surface
swales; in village and town settings curbs should
be used (o guide water to structured drainage sys-
tems,

Discussion:

While all development rcquires some cutting and
filling to accommodate new uses, creative site plan-
ning can almost always minimize the necessary
disturbance to the site, saving on the construction
budget and preserving existing vegetation. Grad-
ing and drainage that is necessary shouid be de-
signed to fit the resicdential setting -- meaning shal-
low swales and smooth, {lowing landforms. Partly
this is a matter of keeping things to a small scale;
but safety of children and pets is also a concern. A
larger number of smaller drain inlets, for example,
is preferable to a single large basin.

Grading for reads, house sites, and driveways
should follow the lay of he land, even thongh into stractured drainage systenrs and help
wmodem equipment makes anything possible.

I rural areas, drainage shauld be more informal. Curbs are
usually not necessary and surface swales help stow runoff and
infilirate stormmwater back into the ground.

Silt fences and/or hay bales prevent silt from \vasiﬁngr from a
developmeni site. With careful planning use of such devices can

produce a net cost-savings for development projects.

Not Recommended: Grading solutions that are
out of scale with a residential neighborhood.

In w'l_fz-xge settings, curbs help channel runoff  Altered slopes should be smootlily blended

separafe cars and pedesirians.

inde existing contours, or refained witl well-
designed walls and steps,

Changes in grade around trees should go no closer than the dripline--
the line below the outermost branches that nsually coincides with the
fimits of the roof system.

Simple stone headwalls stabilize the end of a drain pipe, while
adding to the viswul character of the prafect
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Landscape and Street Tree Planting

Guideline:

Trees and other landscape plantings should be used
1o reinforce the pattern of private and public spaces
~- not just for decoration. Trees should be planted
in sufficient numbers and close enough together to
forin continuous canopies at maturity. Specics
should be mixed to prevent spread of blights and
pests -- although massed plantings of the same
variety should be allowed for design purposes.
Developers should focus on crealing a strong struc-
ture of plant material that can be filled in by
homeowners over time. Unusual cultivars should
be avoided.

Discussion:

Over the long term, (rees have a greater impact on
the visual characler of a community than almost
any other clement -- especially if they are arranged
to reinforce the pattern of buildings, roads, and
sidewalks. Trees provide natural cooling, filter
pollution, screen eyesores and provide privacy for
residences. Plantings of shrubs and groundcovers
for screening and slope stabilization should favor
native specics over exotics. This is especially im-
portant in new developments adjacent to natural
areas, where natives can easily be invaded by ag-
£ressive newcomers.

Not recommended: excessive tree clearing
leaves a scar -- belter to preserve what's there
than start over from scratch.

This leafy tunnet can be duplicated in new development by burying
Along rural roads, tree plantings cool the road and frame vistas wtilities and planting trees close to the road.

dcross apell meadows.

In the village, trees help to enclose the sidewalk, cut road noise und
Silter polhutaruts from the air. More formal, architectural plantings
are appropriate and fit in welt with the strictural context,

A nurture streel tree planting shows the potential of trees 1o create a
strong sense of place. What happens on private lois becomes less
important fo the appearance of the communiry.
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Design of Natural Areas

Guideline:

In arcas of a development site that won't be used
for active recreation, use native species and eco-
logical design principles to create self-sustaining
plantings. This approach is especially valuable
where a development sile is adjacent to protected
wetlands or wooded areas. Promote wildlife by
planting food-producing plants. Stabilize blow-
downs and standing dead trees and leave as nest-
ing sites. Protect vernal pools and intermittent
streams.

Boardwalks allow aceess to wet or inaccessible aveas, and
serve fo control traffic in sensitive environments. Designs
can vary from a fully-accessible boardwalk (near left) to
simple log structure (above). A narrow trail fwough a
shady grove can provide suitable access to a natural area

{far lefi}.

Discussion: Open areas that are not part of a pri-
vate house lot are often either ignored or kept
mowed as a lawn. Many other options are avail-
able that require less maintenance, are better for
wildlife, and a more atiractive. These include wild-
flower plantings and meadows, managed succes-
sion, shrub masses and tree groves. Native
plantings adapted to local soils and weather con-
ditions will do better than introduced species.
Transplanting native species from development
areas and collection of seeds from nearby mead-
ows and wetland areas are inexpensive planting
options. Native plantings tend to require more
maintenance at the beginning as exotic weeds move
in, but once established they take care of them-
selves indefinitely.

Lefi to its own devices, ecological succession introduces a rich
variety of plants and animals to an old fleld. Eventunal growth inte a
Sorest can be prevented by mowing once every two or three years.

§

Meadows can serve as an informal barrier, especially when they

Wildflowers often thrive on sandy, errrile soil -- thongh several

Not recommended: Unused areas planted as
lawn are expensive to maintain and visually dull. grow as thick as this one; mowed paths direct pedestrians. yems of weeding may be required before the wildflowers take hold,
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Use and Siting of Structures

Guideline:

Allow a mix of uses, including small-scale com-
mercial, office and workshops within residential
developments. Provide for a range of housing
prices with apartments attached to single-family
homes and duplexes. Provide affordable units by
building small multi-family structures as part of
single-family subdivisions.

Use traditional siting principles to locate this more
diverse collection of buildings within a larger pat-
tern in which the public space is the unifying ele-

ment In town or village centers, apartments above shops or offices Site striectures in such a way that they help to enclose public spuces,
’ provide affordable housing opporiunities -- they can share the sane either along the street, around a conmon, or simply interior

parking lots and require no additional investment in land, courtyards.
Discussion: ;
Subdivisions can be much improved by introduc-
ing some social and visual variety by means of
varied uses and housing opportunities. The quiet
residential character that most people are looking
for need not be compromised if such uses are lim-
ited to 10-20% of thc overall floor area. Tradi-
tional village development principles can help:
using the mass of buildings to create private court-
yards and cnirances; using fences and hedges to
control pedestrian access to private yards; provid-
ing & comprehensive network of SlFIeWﬁl!(s and Mixed use should afso be an option in the conniryside, where the Isolated structures in the countryside should be located to form a
paths so that people can get around withoutintrud- o gisionaf farmstead hos atways been a combination of home, unified composition witl the exisiing features of the site.

ing on private spaces. office, and workstiop.

M\

Not Recommended; single use developments Encourage public uses within residential areas: churches, schools, Rural strictires were usually located either quite close to the road

with the same unit localed in the sameé place on daycare centers, conmunity butldings all enhance the fife of the or well buck from it -- rarely in the middle -~ this allows the
every lot make for communities that are as dull neighborhood. Civic buildings also act as landmarks io punctuate remaining area of the loi to be actively used, and avoids the boring
to look ol as to live in. key locations and help people find their way arownd. appearmice of most modern subdivisions,
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Building Scale, Massing and Proportions

Guideline:

Use the human forin as the basis for determining
scale of new structures. Break large masses into
smaller forms with traditional proportions.

Discussion:

Scale, massing and proportion refer to the overall
size and shape of a building. Planners and de-
signers have found that these factors are much more
important in determining the character of a devel-
opment and how it fits into its context than do sur-
facing material, colors, etc.

Scale refers to the relative size of something, par-
ticular in reference {o the size of the human body,
Massing is concerned with the way a building is
configured, from a single block to a series of
smaller units, and how these are placed relative to
each other. Proportion deals with the relationship
of length to width and height of a structure. De-
signers look at attractive historic structures in these
terms in order to figure out how to make new build-
ings fit in. Conversely, when new buildings seem
out of place, despite traditional material, it often is
because of problems with their scale and massing.

Not recommended: structures that are ouf of
scale with the human form, arranged as single
masses with squat proportions.

Historic buildings Iave a inman scale because consiriction
techmiques were largely limited to what conld be accomplished with
human hands.

Traditional massing afso was a result of the limitations of canstruc-
tion techniques and nratevials. Additive massing resulted wihen

Buildings seewm 1o ook best wheun their proporitions follow those of
the fimman body: upright! reclangles rather than low squat masses.

striecttires were expanded aver time as a family grew,

7

Al first glance, the typical New England vitluge seems like a very complicated collection of shapes; in fuct there is usually just a few simiple
SJorms repeated over and over and arranged in many different ways. The shared massing and proportions ( fogether with a connon approach
o material, colors, irim, window, eic. ) tends to hold the whole composition together. This balance of unity and variety is the essence of
successfil design, and the reason New England villages are so beautiful,
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Rooflines

Guideline:

Roof types should be limited to a few simple types,
dominated by the gable and the hip roof. Man-
sards and gambrel roof styles are generally out of
place and should be used sparingly. Roof pitches
should generally be fairly steep: between 8:12 and
12:12. Dormers should be designed to be in scale
with the rest of the building, generalty limited to
no maore than 1/3 of the length of the eave line,
Large shed dormers should be discouraged

Discussion: ,
Roofiines are very important to defining visual
character at the scale of the community. As with
other architectural elements, analysis of traditional
forms reveals a few common approaches that bal-
ance appearance with function in the most efficient
way. Tall roofs have always been more common
than flatter ones; they shed rain and snow belier
and open up more room in the attic, As with other
design elements, simplicity and consistency are the
watchwords. For example, roofs of different types
were seldom combined on the same building,

Not recommended: flat roafs or roofs with a
very shallow pitch tend to fail more guickly and
don't fit very well with the local vernacular:

Roof rypes include (left to right) the gable roof, the hip roof, the munsard, and gambrel. Unusual ro0f sivles are welcome in small amounts (far
right), but should be used primarily for commercial buildings and commmanity landmarks.

Additions to the basic formt of a roof should be designed with cave, in proporition witl the rest of the roof. Darniers should be set back from the
building face and made up mostly of window area (left). Shed roafs are an inexpensive way 1o enclose exira space (right).

Additions to existing structures should repeat the same rooflines.

n mixed use developent, traditional roof treaiments included the false
front, or cornice, with a sioping roof beliind 1o shed water to the sides.
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Facades, Fenestration, and Building Entrances

Guideline:
Every building should have a clear front facade, a
formal side facing the street. The principal entrance
- should be clearly visible, set apart by its location
and detailing to mark it as the front door. Win-
dows shoutd be vertically proportioned, ranging
from 1:2 to 3:5 proporlion of width to height, and
generally no more than three feet wide. Windows
and doors should be arranged in a balanced, uni-
fied design -- though it necd not be completely
symmetrical. Glass should be limited to no more
than 50% of the total area; the effect should be one
where the windows have been cut out of a solid
wall.

Discussion: A balanced facade treatment is connnon on commercial structures
As the public face that the house presents to the (above) and ald houses (below), based in a long architectural

tradition that emphasized a formal, ele

street, the front facade plays a critical role in the
overall appearance of the community. Generally
the simple approach is the best design, with bal-
anced windows and a well marked doorway. As
the major repeating element an the walls of a house,
windows sbould be arranged with a conscious
rhythm in their spacing. All clements should be
aligned with a few simpie line across the facade.

Not recommended: Unusual facade treatments
can create a jarring effect from the street, even
when softened by historic materials.

eavil trecinient.

Vertical windows eclio the praportions af the human body. They are
more successful if separate window panes repeat the proportions of
erall window.,

Doorways and enirances are traditionally celebrated as, literally, the
Samilies portal to the world {left and far left) A wide variety of
treatments is possible; The best results use the architecture of the
building io make the main entrance clearly visible (above).
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Materials, Colors, and Surface Appearance

Guideline:

Use traditional forms and materials whenever pos-
sible. Use colors and surface treatinents that help
houses fit into their surroundings; dark colors in
the woods and rural landscape help houses disap-
pear; light colors unite houses in a village setiing.

Discussion:

Materials are important, not just for the people who
live in the house but for the appearance of the en-
tire neighborhood. Like the overall massing and
proportions of a structure, materials can either give
it a recognizable, human face, or a more "modern”
appearance. Using nalerials that are native to the
region can help new homes fit into the visual char-
acter of the town. These materials have a time-
tested resistance to the local climate, as well. Use
of local stone and wood products can also support
the local economy and helps keep undeveloped
open space in productive use.

L e &
Not recommmended: materials more common to
industrial or other applications tend to disrup! the

continuity of houses' appearance along a street,

Dark tones, and earth colors help houwses disappear in the woods
(topy; bright colors make a striecture stand o, and are more
uppropriate in a village seiting (above).

Traditional materials used in modern ways can produce striking
result -~ but are best in sityations wiere contrast with more
conventional neighhoring structures in not a problem.

3

The traditional two-tone pattern continies to be effective; dark
stding with light trins is the most conmon.

Juxtapositions of man-made meaterials and natural forms can
produce beautiful results.
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Garages

Guideline:

Place garages so that their doors do not dominate
the street view of the house: by setting the wall of
the garage back at least 10 feet from the front wall
of the house; by shifting the door openings to the
side so they don't face the street; and finally, by
using a detached garage in the rear of (he property.
Garage architecture should malch that of the house.

Discnssion:

The garage, while useful as a storage area, is usu-
atly not much to look at and adds nothing to fam-
ily or conununity life. Garages which face directly
out on the street tend to take up inuch of the build-
ing facade with a lifeless wall that doninates the
scene. It is much better to place an attached ga-
rage behind the front wall of the house, or better
still, to use a detached garage in the rear of the
house, Attached or detached garages offer the op-
portunity to help enclosc private courtyards around
the house, and can be combined with walls or
fences to demarcate property lincs. Garages from
two neighboring properties can be attachcd at the
property linc, opening up more private, usable
space on each lot for the use of the family.

Not recommended: garage doors that dominate
the building facade and face directly out on the
puiblic way.

el

Garages in a new development on Nantucket {above, and right) use
traditional designs and hardware 1o fit in with the characier of the house.
Second stories in garages provide inexpensive storage or studio space.

E‘: 7. gRUEE R it T St Sy
Detached rear garages let maore light into the louse while helping to
enclose and protect the backyard.

Gratiped garages shared by several homeowners can save space,
but need to be carefully designed to aveid creating a lifeless facade.

Traditional detailing can make the front of ilie garage as atiractive
as the rest of the house.
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Porches

Guideliue:

Porches can greatly enhance the appearance and
functionality of a home. They can be little more
than a cover over an entrance, bul are more useful
if given the proportions of a room: at least cight
feet wide and |2 feet long. Malerials and finishes
should be comnpatible with the rest of the house,
while durable enough to take the weather,

Discussion;

Porches provide a useful and relatively inexpen-
sive extension of living space. They help to cool
the house in the swnmer and provide protection
from inclement weather. In the life of the comnmu-
nity, the porch provides an essential transition area
between the pnblic space of the street and the pri-
vacy of the home's interior. Porches hring people
outside and foster interaction belween neighbors
and passersby. For children (and their parents)
porches provide a place where kids can get away
from the family to play privately, while still being
under the watchful eye of Momn or Dad.

Not Recommended: A house without a porch.

Porches help tie a building inmto the landscape: funciionally by
providing an transition from interior 1o exterior; and.visually, by
reducing the apparend scale and mass of the structire to uman
proporiions.

Parches can help unify a facade, especially one with midtiple
entrances, as well us providing a sheltered place to set down
groceries, dry off the dog, or meet tle letter carrier.

Porches provide inexpensive expansion spuce, especially in the
summer when guests arrive to enjoy Moonstone Beuch. This kind of
flexible space is usually not affordable on the inside of the home.

E)

Details make a porch sing.  Above, left, turned columns bracket a graceful set of stairs. Center, pingerbread serves u decorative as well as
Junctional purpose in tying colunmns to the roaf. Riglt, plants und furnishings turn a porch inta and owtdoor living room.
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Stormwater Management: Constructed Pond/Wetland Systems

Guideline:

Use construcied pond/wetland systems to control
runoff and filter pollutants, including the nutrient
pollution that is the most common kind of con-
tamination in residential development. Use natu-
ral forms -- based in the way South Kingstown's
existing streams and ponds fit into the landscape.
Use native species that will thrive in the local en-
vironment.

Discussion:
Natural systems have many advantages: there is
little concrete or steel to crack or corrode; they
expand or contract with changes in demand; they
are less expensive to build and maintain. From a
- colnmunity perspective they can be a real asset --
attracting birds and other wildlife while creating a
wonderful scenic attraction instead of an eyesore.
Carefully located as part of a new subdivision, a
constructed wetland can serve as a publie park, as
well as a buffer between homes and pre-existing
streams or wetlands.

There are a number of eonfigurations for con-
structed ponds and wellands that have differing ef-
ficiencies in the removal of pollutants from
stormwater. The size of a proposed treatment sys-
tem varies wilh the amount of potential runoff, The
system shown (lower right) is large enough o treat
runoff from a number of existing homes and busi-
nesses as well as severai new developments, and
could remove up to 85% of the tolal suspended
solids and up to 60% of the total phosphorus. This
in eontrast to a conventional system Lhat does little
to remove nulrients.

Service arcas bordering on
wellands invite improper storage
and disposal of pollutants and
hazardous materials.

New development, road widening, and
forest clearing increase runoff generatly
and can cause flooding of strcams,
erosion and siltation.

Cateh basins designed to collect water from parking
lots and service arcas can clog with debris or ice.
Runoff enters stireams without treatment,

Struetured drainage system gathers runoff from parking lots and roof drains and pipes it to detention
basin. Generally dry except during storms, such basins provide limited nutrient removal.

Not Recommended: Conventional Stormwater Management
for a Small Commercial or Residential Development

Shade parkii
limit therma
runoff

Runoft from
developmeni

Grassy Banl

Gravel leve
releases wa
parking lot
building dr.
Grass swal

Spillwa

Recommended: Area-Wide Stormwater Management - Constructed Wetland System
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Stormwater Management: Aesthetic Design Issues

Guideline:

The visual appearance of stormwater management
systems should be as important as their functions,
Nature should be used as a guide: landforms should
be natural and blend gradually into existing grades;
water bodies and stream channels should be laid
out according to the principles that form them in
nature; plantings should be based on native spe-
cies arranged in the patterns of their wild cousins.
Discussion:

As slormwater management gets more sophisti-
cated, best management practices call for larger
areas and more complex treatment systems. This
is usually thought of only in terms of physical pro-
cesses and practical functions, but it presents an
additional opportunity: to design a system that does
the job, but just as importantly creates a visual as-
set for the community. Without spending any more
money, the developer can thus realize a higher

kY
L 2

value for the property. Stuclying forms and plant materials found in naturel wetland Permanent ponds enhance water quality and add an additional

sysiems can help in the design of constructed systems. measure of visial interesi.
— i ' m

i, 3 Ed

Not Recommended: unnatural ditches, odd
mounds or depressions (above); shiny chain link
Jences ringing weedy detention areas (below),

Irregular edges, smooth, “natural " grades,  Fences that viay be required o control access  Native plant species, like this blueberry, are
half-buried boulders, and asymmetrical masses 10 stornnvater detention areas and ponds — self-maintaining, better for indigenous wildlife,
of vegetation can help a new pond look like  should be designed to fit into the character of — gud adapied 1o local growing conditions.

the neighborhood.

the work of nature.
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Design and Management of Open Space
Guideline: -

Undeveloped open space should be located, de-
signed, and managed to enhance ecological func-
tions, scenic values, and reereational opportunities.
In cluster subdivisions, open space set-asides
should be used to expand regional greenway eor-
ridors and to buffer sensitive environmental re-
sources. Open spaee on the interior of the devel-
opment should be designed for park and recre-
ational use, as an alternative to large private house
lots.

Discussion:
Open space set aside in cluster subdivisions too Radbitrn, New Jersey -- designed in the 1920's - had an innovative
often is forgotten, and adds little to the life of (he plan wiere all honmies backed onto public open space in the center of

. “Thi . th to rtunity in the “superblock.” (right). This central space was designed as a ro-
connm‘lmty. . 15 fmsses ¢ great oppo Y mantic park with irregular clumps of trees, ringed by a winding series
clustering, which is to create from the protected of paths (above). Patlis in one block connected to those in the next by
open space a community asset, the valuc of which  mean of tmnnels beneaths the intervening sireer. All the clildren in the

more than offsets the arguably lower value of conununity can walk to school withott crossing any streets.
smaller building lots. This requires a clear vision ‘ '
of what the open space is to be used for, and an
ongoing management plan to maximize its poten-
tial value, Sometimes, the highest value is as an
ecological preserve, 1o be seen but not used. More
often, open space can serve multiple purposes for
active and passive recreation, wildlife habitat, as
well as views.

Keeping agricuttural land in production (left, center and bottom) salves
the question of maintenance and can generate income. Deeds to ad-
Joining lots and/or homeowner's assaciation documents should con-
tain protections for farm activities. Design shonld De Dased on tle
existing character of the landscape; formal rows of trees along a road,
or irregilar cliunps in a pastoral scene {above) both fir.

Not Recommended: Open space that is not
accessible to the community is a wasied resource.
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Greenway and Trail Connections

Guideline:

Every new home should have a direct connection
to the town's larger greenway and trail network.
Open space within the development should be de-
signed and managed to enhance this growing sys-
tem of natural corridors

Discussion:

South Kingstown has a large ainount of land that
is protected from development by public owner-
ship, environmental laws, or private conservation.
Town planners and private groups are working to
link protected parcels into a greenway network,
with public recreational trails through many of
South Kingstown's most beautiful areas. The ex-
istence of this growing network makes every new
development a potential partner in the creation of
the town's greenway plan. Options range from
using the cluster provision to set aside 40-50% of
a parcel as an extension of the town open space
systein to simply granting a narrow trail easement
through the development. This approach benefits
the town, to be sure, but also the developer, who is
able to tell potential buyers that their property abuts
part of the South Kingstown Greenway Network.

S 2y i

Not recommended: Open space within develop-
ments thal is effeciively isolated by physical
barriers or simply lack of trails.

Every stream and werland, protected by existing state and federai
faws, is part of « de facto greenway network -- bt without trails
people don't know it's there.

Agricultural areas form anotlier key part of the existing greenway
system -- sone are protected by public ownership or easenients;

Public efforts to estublish hiking and bicycle trails on old raitroad
beds and abundoned rouds are the most visible elements af fhe
greenway network; neighborhood links can and should be more
understated and private, including gates, if necessary, to maintain
privacy for the residents.

Developers are sonetimes leery about introducing public wails close
to private howes; in practice, people are no more likely to approach
a house from o prblic trail than they are from the street. In nost
cases, demonstrable benefiis to homeowners far outweigh concerns

about loss a__f privacy.

4
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Trails should be designed to accommodate the widest possible range
af uses -- within reason, and only after careful analysis of impacts on
sensitive environmental feaiures, maintenance requirements, aml
securily concers.
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Design of Recreational Amenities

Guideline:

Plan for recreational amenities early in the subdi-
vision planning process and reserve space for them
in the plan. Use the ball {ields to open up vistas
from private homes and the public street. Even if
the market will not support construction of ameni-
ties like swimming pools and tennis courts right
away, leaving space for them will make the job
much easier when the time comes

Discussion:

Sport and recreation facililies are fairly common
in more expensive colnmunities, and are a very
common in multi-family development. The typi-

cal single-family subdivision, however, is built on Old town centers ofien have a community ball field right behind Main Street. Contemporary developers are discovering that the views and
the notion that recreation oceurs in and around the recreation potential this arrangenient provides can be a strong marketing advantage for new commminifies.

private house lot. While recognizing the realities
of the marketplace in supporting such extras, de-
velopers can work future recreation into the de-
velopment plan af an early stage and at least leave
behind a vision of what the community can even-
tually build. Recreational improvements can of-
ten be combined with necessities like septic drain
fields to get extra mileage out of construction funds.

A

Buliftelds are less obtrusive if they are part of a larger, more
nafurally-shaped open area. Backsiops und goalr can be "“toned
down” by durk finishes that help thent blend into the landscape.

Not Recommended: the typical subdivision
divides every available square foot into private

house lots, which are so cut up by houses, Having good comniunity recreation facilities within walking distance,

: i rural areas, riding slables and bridle paths continue a traditional
driveways, efc., as to be useless for many forins (Radburn, above) rediices the need for private facilities; houselots can  lund use, and can pay for themselves with boarding fees and riding

of active recreation. be smallex, but retain their net value with lower construction costs. lessons.
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Creating Community Centers

Guideline:

Creale a visual and functional eenter for every new
development. Reserve key locations for public
parks and comnmunity buildings. Combine poten-
tial community uses with key junctions of roads
and pedestrian paths to create a nalural center of
aclivity.

Discussion:

Healthy communities need strong centers, a living
heart to which everything else refates. Centers need
to be visual focal points, with clear landmarks that
provide orientation to residents and visitors. They
also need focal points of activity and community
life. There is no single type of community focus;
any old hamlet or town is full of examples. There
are centers organized around civic uses -- town hatl,
library, school and church, There are centers that
focus on a town green or public park. Since the
1950's many suburban neighborhoods were orga-
nized around their elementary school and its asso-
ciated ball fields and playground. Of course, the
traditional "downtown" or Main Street often com-
bines all these elements wilh commercial and busi-
ness uses. The type of residential growth occur-
ring in South Kingstown's outlying districts is not
likely to support the creation of another Main
Steeet, but even a small neighbochood can support
a corner store, a comimunity house, a playground,
and so on.

Not Recommended: Isolated new neighborhoods
without a visual focus or center of community life.

The Town Connnon was New England’s firsi kind of Civic Space: the most importani buildings
were organized aronnd a protected green that served a variety of uses: pasture, drill field,
markelplace, foir grounds.  Civie space organized aronnd Main Street (right) later becane
the dominant paitern. The need for flexible civic spaces comtinues in nodersi communities.

A general store, past office, or comnunity ball field are enangh of a Imiportant conumunity buildings, tall irees, Iill tops, and water bodies
Jocus 1o enliven hundreds of small conmmunities in rural New England — can ail serve as landmarks thed tell people where the cenier of a
community may be found.
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